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would not have been as thought-provoking
and interesting. Never mind the inconsist-
encies.

Anna Skarpelis

Max Planck Institute for the Study
of Societies, Cologne
skarpelis@mpifg.de
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Istvan Gyorgy Téth (ed.): Tdgrki European
Social Report
Budapest 2008: Tarki, pp. 132.

The Tirki European Social Report is compiled
by Tarki, a Budapest-based research insti-
tute. Its special focus is the comparison of
the EU 15 and the EU’s New Member States
(NMS), which joined in 2004, and in partic-
ular the situation of Hungary. In practice
this means that sometimes specific Hun-
garian information is highlighted along-
side European data. The report is ‘Social” in
the sense that it provides concise evidence
about the social - e.g. the demographic, la-
bour-market, income and housing — situa-
tion of households. It is ‘European’ in that
it is based on a comparative dataset for 24
European Union member states — the Com-
munity Statistics on Income and Living
Conditions (EU-SILC) — and the weighted
dataset comprises almost 190 million Euro-
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pean households. This novel survey there-
fore allows for comparisons across the EU,
including a comparison of the ‘old” EU 15
and the NMS. The survey provides evi-
dence on a particular point in time, so it is
supplemented with alternative data sourc-
es when the report explores changes over
time.

Chapter 1, on demographic processes,
describes three determinants of the demo-
graphic profile of Europe: fertility, mortali-
ty and migration. This is followed by a brief
outline of alternative options for social pol-
icy. Finally, the impact of macro-processes
on households is explored based on indi-
vidual and household data. The chapter
presents evidence on total fertility rates by
continents, by regions in Europe between
1950 and 2050, and also on the average age
of first childbirth by country. This section
seeks to answer the question of how to pro-
mote childbearing through public policy
and in particular whether the role of finan-
cial support is significant. The chapter also
tells us about the gap that exists between
‘old” and ‘new’ Europe in terms of life ex-
pectancy and that future projections pre-
dict a slight convergence by 2050. As for
migration, the authors note that the ‘data
on migration phenomena are unreliable’
and they present existing estimates of the
migration stock and flows. The socio-eco-
nomic consequences of these processes are
discussed briefly but with wide coverage of
potential issues, including population age-
ing, migration policies, productivity and
economic growth, labour market policies,
and welfare spending. This macro-level
perspective is complemented with a snap-
shot of the demographic features of house-
holds in Europe based on a data analysis
by the authors.

Chapter 2 provides an overview of la-
bour market processes. Employment, ac-
tivity and (short- and long-term) unem-
ployment trends are presented from the
perspective of the Lisbon strategy over the
years between 1995 and 2006. In addition
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to these macro aggregates, the authors ex-
plore the effects of gender, educational at-
tainment and labour market experience on
the employment probability of individu-
als. The results of the multivariate models
are presented in easy-to-read graphs where
the effects of specific variables on employ-
ment can be viewed by country. The chap-
ter also explores the work intensity of
households (the labour market involve-
ment of all household members) and the
work intensity of individuals measured by
the number of hours worked. A substantial
part of this chapter explores the relation-
ship between employment and education,
with the implicit assumption that educa-
tion is one of the key factors behind labour
market participation and success. Four al-
ternative measures of education inequality
are presented and compared. They show
that countries with poor labour market
performance are characterised by a lower
average number of years in education. On
the other hand, in several of the new mem-
ber states low education inequalities are ac-
companied by low (not high, as one might
expect) employment rates.

The subject of Chapter 3 is income ine-
quality and poverty. In addition to describ-
ing income inequality and poverty levels
across EU countries using the widely em-
ployed Laeken indicators, the authors also
investigate inter-country differences in the
effects of age, education and employment
on the distribution of incomes. The analy-
sis includes not just a static decomposition
analysis but also a dynamic decomposition
analysis, in other words, the role of age,
education and employment on inequality
change. The results are presented with an-
alytical rigour, but nonetheless with sim-
plicity.

Finally, Chapter 4 explores housing
and material conditions. The descriptive
analysis presents information on hous-
ing conditions, including the affordability
of housing and various measures of hous-
ing quality. The last section describes the

affordability of durable goods, in particu-
lar the availability of colour television, tel-
ephone, washing machine, and a car, all
regarded as ‘basic household appliances’.
Although the analysis of the possession
of these items is a standard empirical ex-
ercise used by many scholars and interna-
tional institutions, the authors frankly ad-
mit that the lack of these items may also re-
flect the lifestyle choices of individuals and
need not necessarily indicate poverty. Per-
haps somewhat abruptly, the volume ends
with a graph showing the share of house-
holds with cars in various European coun-
tries, leaving the reader to wonder whether
automobilism is indeed a key indicator of
social progress in the age of growing envi-
ronmental concerns.

This report provides a rich array of ev-
idence on vast subject areas. It includes a
review of literature and an analytical over-
view of empirical evidence on past trends
and future projections, all of it supplement-
ed by original data analysis by the authors.
Some of this analysis is a simple presenta-
tion of cross-country evidence using a re-
cent comparative dataset. Other sections,
for example, on the decomposition of in-
equality, offer more complex approaches.
The virtue of all of these outcomes is a us-
er-friendly graphical presentation and an
easy-to-grasp explanation. The highlight-
ing of key messages in the margins helps
readers quickly grasp the main findings.
Some of the more complex ideas are ex-
plained in text boxes, so that the interests
of more curious readers are satisfied, while
those not interested can skip over them if
they wish. Rarely did I feel that brevity in
the book led to a lack of information. For
example, in the section warning about the
methodological problems of measuring mi-
gration migrants are not actually defined,
beyond the figures cited, and thus the
reader may be left in doubt about whether
the 40 million current migrants (a UN es-
timate) are measured in the same way as
the 40 million more that are expected to re-
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side in the EU by 2050 (a European Com-
mission estimate). The clear referencing of
the sources, however, offers a way out for
curious readers, who can check the origi-
nal sources themselves for additional in-
formation.

One of the virtues of the report is that
the authors are honest about the implica-
tions of their outcomes: in particular, they
do not claim a causal explanation where
only a correlation is presented, and they
advise caution where necessary. This rig-
our is also found in much of the analyti-
cal work. The authors’ data analyses often
include the confidence intervals of the es-
timates rather than just simple point esti-
mates. This approach allows the reader to
assess whether differences across countries
or social groups are likely to occur in ‘re-
ality’ or whether they are just simple ar-
tefacts of the survey-based estimates. The
empirical analyses are embedded in liter-
ature reviews, which by academic stand-
ards may seem somewhat brief, but which
nonetheless provide a context and a base
from which to explore empirical hypo-
theses.

The readers of this publication will
most likely be policy-makers, civil serv-
ants, graduate students, people who are
not social scientists, or social scientists aim-
ing to brush up their knowledge of facts or
facts outside their own area of research.
One might regard this volume as a kind of
crash course in the social reality of Europe.
According to the intentions of the editors,
this is the first issue in a new series of vol-
umes to come, so it is well worth keeping
an eye on forthcoming issues.

Orsolya Lelkes

European Centre for Social
Welfare Policy and Research
lelkes@euiro.centre.org
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Jenny Billings — Kai Leichsenring (eds.):
Integrating Health and Social Care
Services for Older Persons: Evidence
from Nine European Countries

Aldershot and Vienna 2005: Ashgate and
European Centre for Social Welfare Policy
and Research, 345 pp.

Long-term care is a crucial component of
health and social services provided today
for older adults. This has become a major
challenge in light of recent demographic
changes resulting from the rapid ageing
of the population and the increasing inci-
dence of chronic needs, disability and ill-
nesses. A new paradigm in this field, root-
ed in the social protection perspective, calls
for the provision of integrated health and
social care services so as to continuously
meet the complex needs of older individ-
uals. According to this notion, integration
and coordination at the interface between
the health system and the social care system
result in a better service delivery standard
and consequently improve the quality of
life of the elderly.

Integrating Health and Social Care Serv-
ices for Older Persons provides an intensive
description of qualitative findings merged
from a research project named Providing
Integrated Health and Social Care for Older
Persons (PROCARE). PROCARE is part of
the 5th framework programme of the Euro-
pean Commission, which was carried out
in 2004 and the beginning of 2005 among
nine EU member states: Austria, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Italy, the Neth-
erlands and the United Kingdom. Its main
goal was to explore the tendency towards
integrated care in Europe and develop in-
sights into integrated services from vari-
ous perspectives. A total of 18 integrated
care models, two in each of the nine part-
ner countries, were examined to obtain a
better understanding of the unique themes
related to services incorporating integrated
health and social care. This includes defini-
tions of integrated care from different per-



