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In the past, the demographic developments in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) have been described as „peculiar“ 
and „unique“. In this book, we evaluate the current state and 
recent demographic developments in the MENA countries by 
presenting comparable and recent data on changes since 1950 
and on the current characteristics of the population in the 22 
countries of the Arab League (Algeria, Bahrain, the Comoros, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauri-
tania, Morocco, Oman, State of Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab 
Emirates, Yemen) plus three neighboring countries (Israel, 
Turkey, and Iran) using databases of various United Nations 
agencies and the World Bank. 
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