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Speech on the Occasion of Being Awarded the
Title of Dr. Honoris Causa
by the University of Bucharest
(12.05.2017)

MANFRED NOWAK
(European Inter-University Center for Human Rigintd Democratisation in Venice/
University of Vienna/EU Fundamental Rights AgenERRA) in Vienna)

Rector Magnificus
Honourable colleagues, Excellencies, Ladies andi&ean,

When | first came to Romania as a young studenttandst in 1969,
travelling with my girlfriend and another young g@be in a Volkswagen van,
Romania was still a comparable liberal counttgmpared to other Socialist
States in Central and Eastern Europe. For us Westerbringing foreign
currency, crossing the border from Hungary to Ramaras much easier than
when we had crossed the Iron Curtain between Auatrd Hungary, where we
had to wait for many hours. In Hungary we had piclp a young East German
couple hitchhiking through some of their Socialhsbther countries. While we
had passed the border control within a few minutesthen had again to wait
hours for the border guards to check every sirtgia in the back-packs and on
the bodies of these two young Communists, who had to convince us that
Socialist societies were far advanced compareditoaiten Capitalist societies
shortly before. This was our first impression ofnimia. We Westerners were
treated in a very friendly and welcoming manner rghae our colleagues from a
Socialist brother country were body-searched farrd@and finally prevented
from entering the country. We travelled across Rumarom Oradea and Cluj
in the North-West through beautiful mountains tacBarest, at that time called
the “Paris of the East” with its broad Boulevaralsd finally spent some time in
various tourist resorts at the Black Sea with bgdutames from Roman and
Greek mythology, like Neptun, Venus, Jupiter anduBa Until we left the
country in the South-East headed towards Bulgaré&ahad only had positive
experiences when dealing with the police or othteSauthorities under the
rule of President Nicolae Cegascu, who had come to power only a few years
earlier in 1965.

The situation changed dramatically during the latggars of
Ceagescu’'s government. During the time of the ViennaCESFollow-Up
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Conference in Vienna between 1986 and 1988mania had become an
isolated hardliner in the Socialist camphose diplomats had threatened to
block any consensus within the CSCE towards moemniogss and cooperation
with the West several times. The reformers were temvby the Soviet Union
under the glasnost and perestroika politics ofiBeas Mikhail Gorbachev and
a few other reformist States, such as Poland andgily. The German
Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaridl sted to halt the
revolutionary movements, but Romania was by farmiust difficult country
within the Warsaw Pact. The year 1989 turned oligcome one of the most
exciting years in my life. Living in Vienna meanhat we had become
accustomed to the Iron Curtain, which was in oumadiate neighbourhood,
both to the North and to the East. And now we becantnesses of avélvet
revolutiori’ that brought Vaclav Havel from peaceful mass desti@tions in
the streets of Prague first into prison and froeréhalmost seamlessly into the
position of President of post-Communist Czechodm/aWe also witnessed
the ‘revolution of the fe&t meaning East German refugees who were
demanding their right to leave their own countryariyl of them had requested
asylum in the West German Embassy in Prague, whah finally granted to
them, thanks to the negotiation skills of the W@&stman Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Hans-Dietrich Genscher, and they werevedld to enter Austria via
Hungary. | was at the Austrian-Hungarian border nvtthe two Foreign
Ministers, Alois Mock and Gyula Horn, were cuttitigg first hole into the Iron
Curtain. We welcomed thousands of East German eefugriving to the West
in their little and fully packed East German carglled in a smiling way
“Trabis”. At that time we realized that it was ordymatter of time until the last
bulwarks of Communism, above all the repressivemegn Romania, would be
overthrown by the power of these human rights nevahs. But the public
execution of Nicolae Cea@scu and his wife at Christmas 1989 brought not
only relief to many people who had suffered undweirt repression, it also
symbolized a violent climax of revolutions whichdHzeen remarkably peaceful.
The fall of the Iron Curtain and the Berlin Walet implosion of the
Soviet Union and its allies in the Warsaw Pact egeawindow of opportunity
for establishing a new European and world ordehich is unique in history.
The United Nations with its three pillars of peadeyelopment and human
rights were created in 1945 in reaction to the dv@donomic crisis, the rise of
fascism, World War 1l and the horrors of the Holasta But the Cold War
between the East and the West in fact preventedUtieed Nations from
establishing a new world order based on freedom fiear and violence as well
as freedom from want and poverty, as envisagedriiclé 28 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. Nevertheldésgs remarkable that the
United Nations, despite fundamental differencesvbeh Western and Socialist
theories of human rights, democracy and the ruleawf managed to gradually
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develop degally binding normative framework of universalntman rightsas a
synthesis between two fairly antagonistic conceteuman rights. The two
Covenants of 1966 constitute the very core of tnigversal human rights
framework, supplemented by a number of specialmedan rights treaties aimed
at fighting discrimination and protecting the rigjlof the most vulnerable groups.

After | had been appointed in 1987 Director of Metherlands Institute
of Human Rights (SIM) at the University of Utrechtdeveloped a close
cooperation with the Poznan Human Rights CentrePatand under the
leadership of Dzidek Kedzia. We decided to orgaaiz€All-European Human
Rights Conferen¢ein 1988 in order to analyse whether, eventualiye
common European values and traditions were strotfiger the ideologies that
had separated our societies for half a century.W¥his conference finally took
place in Poznan in close cooperation with the Cibbunt Europe, the
revolutionary events had already provided a powesgiuswer to our joint
research question. But we strongly believed that‘AlikEuropean Human
Rights system” should be established as a truehsgist and compromise
between two different ideologies and human righdacepts, one based on
liberal freedoms from State interference, the ottvex based on social justice,
equality and non-discrimination. This attitude ofutol respect for two
different ways of life was similar to the vision @f‘Common European House
developed by Soviet President Mikh&brbachev and his French counterpart
Francois Mitterand. This positive spirit of coop@a on the basis of mutual
trust and respect led to the Paris Charter of 1980G¢ch was adopted by the
CSCE as a symbol of finally overcoming the Cold Wawards a common
future of Europe and the world.

But 1989 was not only the year of revolutionary exments in Europe,
which had brought about the end of the Cold Wawnds also the year in which
the “Washington Consensugas adopted by the US-led international financial
institutions to symbolize theictory of neoliberal economic policies/er those
of State interventionism aimed at maintaining aiaoevelfare State in
accordance with the economic theory of John Maykayghes. On the basis of
the “Washington Consensus”, the World Bank anditiernational Monetary
Fund pursued their economic policies of privatmati deregulation, and
minimising the role of the State, which shapedéhe of globalisation. Rather
than gradually opening former Communist societiesvards pluralistic
democracy, the rule of law and human rights, théddnStates, the European
Union and other Western economic powers were piiynaoncerned about
celebrating the victory of Capitalism over CommumisThe rapid exposure of
former Communist societies to unrestricted forceglobal Capitalism led to
insecurity, fear, lack of orientation and an idgital vacuum, which planted
the seeds for nationalist and racist ideologiespvaball in the former
Yugoslavia and the successor States of the SovieinU
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The secondnited Nations World Conference of Human Rightdd in
Vienna in June 1993, constituted the last attermphéke use of the historic
window of opportunity created by the end of thedC@far to establish a new
world order based on pluralist democracy, the aflaw and universal human
rights. But the neoliberal economic policies of WWest had already paved the
way for a new ideological battle, this time betwedbha Global North and the
Global South. Islamic States, China, India and otm@verful States of the
Global South had started to criticize the humahtsgolicies of the West as an
ideological tool to pursue their neoliberal econoragenda of globalisation.
The universality of human rights was confrontedhwiAsian values” and
similar expressions of cultural relativism. It wasly after heavy ideological
battles and strong pressure of a newly emerginigadicivil society that the 171
States assembled in Vienna finally reached the comige of the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action. While the GlolSouth reluctantly
accepted the universality of human rights, the @ldtorth, and in particular
the Western powers, had to accept the equality,ivigidility and
interdependence of all human rights, which meaastjual value of economic,
social and cultural rights, as well as civil anditaal rights. But while the
participants of the Vienna World Conference celtduta this historic
compromise and the establishment of a new UN Higimi@issioner for Human
Rights, only a few hundred kilometres away Bosniaerb forces were
preparing the first genocide in Europe after théoklmust, this time against the
Muslim population of Bosnia and Herzegovina, whiblad been living
peacefully with their Catholic and Orthodox neighlsfor hundreds of years.

Next year we are supposed to celebrate tHe &tthiversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, thé"&thniversary of the first World
Conference on Human Rights held in Teheran in 1868,the 28 anniversary
of the Vienna World Conference. But we are no longe the mood for
celebrationsOur world is stuck in the most serious crisis sitreeend of World
War Il, and the European Union, the most powerful peagjed in the history
of Europe, is gradually falling apart. Well-knowecoaomists, such as Thomas Piketty,
Joseph Stiglitz or Anthony Atkinson, tell us thia¢ tise of economic inequality
has reached a level comparable to the economiauatig in England just
before the outbreak of World War I. In his famousk Capitalism in the 271
Century Thomas Piketty warned that economic inequalityhim United States
and the United Kingdom, the two countries in whibk neoliberal revolution
had started under Ronald Reagan and Margaret Tdradiciiing the 1980s, has
reached a stage in which the social fabric of theseieties had been
undermined to an extent, in which the democratibecence was seriously
threatened. And this was still before David Cameih his country into the
“Brexit” and before the people of the United Statesed Donald Trump into
power.
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The fact that democratic governments, even in Erap longer seem
to be able to effectively control global marketdes and that States’ economic
and financial standing seems to be dependent ofatlveirable assessment of
private rating agencies, is another reason forctiveentcrisis of democratic
governance This constitutes a fertile breeding ground fopg@st and right
wing parties and ideologies, which openly call forore authoritarian
governments, nationalism and the dismantling oEilm®pean Union. Viktor Orban in
Hungary and Jaroslaw Kaczynski in Poland are thetrabvious examples of
such a new species of nationalistic and authasitaléaders within the borders
of the European Union, but similar right wing anti@lemocratic politicians
are on the rise in France, the Netherlands, GermAogtria and most other
member States of the EU. In the wider Europe, aiithian leaders, such as
Vladimir Putin in the Russian Federation and Retayyip Erdogan in Turkey
have in fact already dismantled democracy, the etilaw and human rights in
their respective countries to an extent that igoeely endangering peace and
security in our region.

Failed States, violence, armed conflicts, extremistarrorism,
organized crime, corruption, poverty, rising ecoimnnequality, climate
change and similar results of globalisation drivsnneoliberal market forces
have led to an unprecedented levelgbdbal migration and refugee flows
Although the vast majority of the current 65 millisefugees and internally
displaced persons remain in their home countriésimmeighbouring States, in
recent years, a significant number of these migrand refugees have arrived
in the Global North and have created a veritabilscof the common European
asylum and migration policies.

Rising economic inequality between countries anthiwisocieties is
the most visible sign of ill-conceived neoliberabaomic policies, which have
led the world into a multitude of inter-connectddbal crises. By deregulating
the global financial markets and privatising cor@at& functions, such as
national health and social security systems, educaivater and even prisons,
police, intelligence and military structuregovernments have voluntarily
abandoned control over transnational corporationsdaother global market
forces How can we counteract this deplorable state ofgtabal world disorder
and save our planet from further disasters? Theegss of globalisation has
developed to an extent that individual governmeangsno longer able to reverse
this trend, irrespective of how powerful they aked efforts of powerful States
to withdraw from the international scene into splenisolation, protecting
themselves by walls and iron fences, as it seels tioe vision of Donald Trump, are
bound to fail. If we wish to save our planet froorther disasters, we need
more, not less international cooperation, stroriggernational organizations,
and not weaker ones. But the United Nations anctrothternational and
regional organizations, including the European UWnibeing composed of
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States with neo-nationalist agendas more inclimegrotect their short-sided
nationalist interests than to strengthen internatioooperation, find themselves in a
deep crisis. How can we break through this dangevamious circle?

In my opinion, there are two different scenariostlom horizon: a third
world war, which will inevitably lead into a nucledisaster, or a combined
effort of an emerging global civil society leadingr planet from post-rational
and post-truth discourses on social media platfobask to rationalism and
collective responsibility. At the moment, the fisstenario unfortunately seems
to be more realistic. The rise of authoritariardkya, who openly disrespect the
rule of law, democratic governance and human rjghteo longer restricted to
China, Russia and other States in Asia, the Arabldnand Africa, it has also
taken roots in the United States and Europe, wimengy of us feel reminded of
the rise of fascism in the 1920s and 1930s. Histeltg us that authoritarian
leaders are not only willing to use force to sikematernal opposition, but that
they also tend to resort to the use of force ifrttternational ambitions cannot
be achieved by peaceful means of diplomacy, negmiaand mediation. It is
not exactly reassuring that the maintenance ofnat®nal peace and security,
entrusted by the founders of the United Nationthéofive permanent members
of the Security Council, is in the hands of poidtits like Donald Trump,
Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping, Theresa May and posgibarine Le Pen. We can
only hope that the realization of a new world orbased on universal human
rights, pluralist democracy and the rule of lawlwibt be left to the next
generation of human rights defenders, who will hevéave survived #hird
world war and save our planet from a possible nuclear disa8tst.
Unfortunately, history also tells us that the bégaps in the development of
human rights are only achieved in reaction to bjooelvolutions, wars and
enormous human suffering.

| nevertheless have trust that we will be ablevoicdisuch a scenario.
The current crises of world politics and world eaaics has also led to the
awakening of global civil society movementhich is willing to fight for the
survival of our planet and for the universal values which the post-World
War |l international order was built. The powerfwbmen marches in the
United States after the inauguration of Donald Tplare as encouraging as the
actions taken by civil society in many Europeanntonas when the European
asylum and migration policy proved unable to dedhwa mass influx of
refugees in 2015, or the recent mass demonstratigainst corruption in
Romania. Even though the hopes of the “Arab Sprisgém to have been
buried in mass atrocities committed by all sideghia Syrian wars and the
hopes of the “Occupy Wall Street Movement” werertaleen by short-term
crisis management rather than a reversal of nealieonomic policies, these
powerful movements show that many people have hadgh of “business as
usual”. There is a huge potential in global civilciety to address the root
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causes of the current crises and to radically bvent present economic and
political dogmas.

Even though the neoliberal ideology seems to beothy relevant dogma
governing world politics and the global economyauar times, in parallel,
international law has developed a solid legallydig universal normative
frameworkduring the last 25 years, on which another wordeo guided by
positive values, such as pluralistic democracy tie of law and human rights,
could be built upon as soon as the necessarygqabdlitonviction will have taken
roots thanks to the pressure of civil society. bt only cite a few of these
positive developments since the end of the Cold War

*  The establishment of tHdN High Commissioner for Human Rights
as an important voice against major human rightéations and as
the driving force behind the implementation of théenna
Declaration and Programme of Action;

* The establishment oAd hoc criminal tribunals and a permanent
International Criminal Courtwith the power to hold major war
criminals and human rights criminals accountablg¢authe ranks of
heads of State and Government;

* The willingness of the Security Council to take diimg decisions
(targeted sanctions and the authorization of cteanilitary force)
in accordance with Chapter VII of the UN Chartemad at
preventing and terminating armed conflicts and mtgeting the
populations of countries against war crimes, gel@athnic cleansing
and crimes against humanityReésponsibility to Protett R2P);

* New generations gfeace operationauthorized by the UN Security
Council, including interim administrations of teoties aimed at
post-conflict peace-building on the basis of humghts, democracy
and the rule of law;

« The adoption of far-reachingMillennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in 2000 and of the “Agenda 2030" with everorm
ambitiousSustainable Development GogdBDGs) for a new world
order to be achieved by 2030;

« The adoption of binding goals and targets for thduction of
greenhouse gas emissions at the Paris Summit oérilmer 2015
aimed at preventing irreversible consequences albajl warming
andclimate changge

* The establishment of a full timeuropean Court of Human Rights
with the power to deliver binding judgments on indual
complaints about human rights violations in allM@&mber States of
the Council of Europe, including the Russian Fetamaand Turkey,
with roughly 800 million inhabitants;
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e The further development of tli&uropean Uniorinto a supranational
organization with a common currency and a legallyding and
directly enforceable EU Charter of Fundamental Rigguiding the
EU both in its internal and external policies based common
values of human rights, democracy, the rule ofdaa dignity;

 The rapidaccession of former Communist StatesCentral and
Eastern Europe to the Council of Europe and thefgan Union;

*  The almostuniversal ratificationof the two United Nations Human
Rights Covenants and a considerable number of atbez UN
human rights treaties with respective monitoringhamisms;

 The creation of aHuman Rights Councihs the most important
human rights body of the United Nations with thewpo to
periodically review the human rights performanceatif member
States (Universal Periodic Revieiv= UPR).

In my opinion, the most important of these achiegsts is theAgenda

2030 with 17 detailedSustainable Development Goals (SDGE)e Agenda
2030 is more than a mere development agenda. stiaates the most ambitious
and radical master plan for peace, developmentahumghts and a sustainable
environment ever adopted by the international conitpu It seems like a
miracle that, during their Summit Meeting in Sepbem2015, the same Heads
of State and Government who bear the main respibtysitor the deplorable
situation of our planet have agreed on such anvitiage and far-reaching
document. The Agenda 2030 is not a legally bindiogument, but it has an
enormous political significance and informs all ipplareas of the broader
United Nations family as well as of many multilateand bilateral development
agencies. If the Agenda 2030 was taken serioudlly falty implemented by
States and the international community as a wholduding the corporate
sector, then the dream of a new world order basepeace, global justice, the
rule of law, democracy, human rights and environtalesustainability might
come true. The SDGs are far from utopian goalstargkts. They are realistic
goals, which could be achieved if States and atteeholders were to develop
the political will to implement them in practiceuBthis would require the political
courage to radically change the current global @sinand financial order.

In fact, most of the SDGs are already included egally binding
obligations of States in the core human rightstiesaof the United Nations.
SDGs 1 and 2 (no poverty, zero hunger) correspotidet human rights to food,
shelter, clothing and, more generally, an adeqgsi@edard of living in Article
11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Soarad Cultural Rights
(Social Covenant). SDGs 3 and 4 (good health ardbeig as well as quality
education) are contained in Articles 12 and 13hefsame Covenant (rights to
health and education). Gender equality (SDG 5) mariound in Article 3 of
both Covenants and in the Convention on the Elitionaof all Forms of
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Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Clean wated ganitation (SDG 6)
is covered by the rights to health and an adegstaiedard of living. Decent
work and economic growth (SDG 8) can be deducenh filee rights to work
and in work in Articles 6 and 7 of the Social Coarh Peace, justice and strong
institutions (SDG 16) relates to a broad range ights covered in the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rigll{Political Covenant), such
as the rights of access to justice, fair trial, speal integrity, liberty and
security, freedom of the media, the right to petditi participation and similar
rights necessary for a democratic society baseth@mule of law. Other goals,
above all those related to a clean and sustaina@ronment (SDG 7 on
affordable and clean energy, SDG 13 on climateoac®DG 14 on life below
water and SDG 15 on life on land) are not direotifated to the human rights
treaties in the narrow sense but are covered leynational environmental law
and the binding climate change targets agreed dpang the Paris Summit of
December 2015.

In my opinion, the most important goal is SDG 1€d(rced inequalities)
as it requires States to significantigduce economic inequalitiesithin and
among countries until 2030. This corresponds tartbet important principle of
international human rights law, namely the right eguality and non-
discrimination in its various forms, and can onby &chieved if the neoliberal
economic policies, on which our current world oriebuilt, are replaced by
policies of strict regulation of global economicdafinancial markets aimed at
realizing global justice and strong institutions scial welfare and social
security. Such a radical change in global econ@nit social policies can only
be achieved if States are willing to revitalize tgmbal partnership for
sustainable developmeEDG 17). Such a global partnership must involve
Governments, international organizations, the a@feosector and civil society.
It is late, but not yet too late. We have poweifukrnational organizations,
including the United Nations, the World Bank, thaeknational Monetary
Fund, the World Trade Organization, the Organimatior Economic
Cooperation and Development, the European Unionnaady others. But we
must reverse their policies from deregulation amivatization towards
regulation and strengthening the public sector.itie®l must re-establish
sovereignty over global markets. Instead of pullinogt of international
organizations and cherishing nationalism and ptioteism, Governments need
to better cooperate within existing internationafjamizations and revitalize
their decision-making structures, including the WBecurity Council. And
Governments have to find ways and means of activeljyding the corporate
sector and global civil society into the structugdsglobal governance. The
values, goals and targets are clear and well eésaol within existing
international law: Universal human rights and sustiale development goals as
articulated in the Agenda 2030. If Governmentsrimational organizations, the
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corporate sector and global civil society work thge and establish a truly
global partnership guided by these values, goadstargets, then we will be
able to eradicate poverty and avoid another wodd w
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