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Genealogical Data Acquisition and Request 

Marion Selz-Lauriere, Pierre-Olivier Flavigny, 
Pierre Jane * 

Different fields of h u m a n sciences (for example : e thnology, history, de­
mography. . . ) are concerned with the es tab l i shment of genealogical data 
basis . It is generally a hard task; if, on one hand , the fact that the resear­
che r has to his disposal a rich body of a rchives mater ia l (certificates of 
b i r t h , marr iages , deaths , deeds executed by a notary , parochia l registers...) 
is a gua ran tee per se, on the o ther h a n d it dramat ica l ly widens the possi­
bi l i t ies of er rors . T h e main problem is to be sure that such and such person 
has a l ready been registered; the problem becomes crucial when we deal 
wi th marr iages ; because of the possibility of the mul t ip le all iances, we 
have to be very caut ious about the redupl ica t ion of every person 's identi­
f icat ion. Of course, the problem of the n a m e is here p r imord ia l : have we 
the same person mar r i ed twice? or have we two different persons with an 
equiva lent n a m e ? 

We have achieved a set of data processing tools which helps the resear­
che r to m a k e that work. Our p r o g r a m s fit to researcher w h o has already a 
good knowledge of his data: he is able to m a k e u n a m b i g u o u s the identi­
fication of every person by a good knowledge of the studied popula t ion or 
by a m i n u t e inspection of avai lable documen t s . 

T h e first package we descr ibe is a guide for genealogical data acquisi­
t ion ; it is a DBASE III p rogram. It is called » S A I S I E - G E N « . 

T h e second one pe rmi t s requests in that base; it is a Turbo-Pasca l pro­
gram. It is inspired by R E F L E X from Borland. We have called it 
» 1 N T E R - G E N « . 

They run on a PC c o m p u t e r : the interface between the first and the 
second one is very s imple: it is jus t necessary to add some in format ions 
( n u m b e r of records, n a m e and d imens ion of each var iable) at the top of 
each file created by SA1S1E-GEN so that they can be hand le by 
I N T E R - G E N . 

•Address all communications to Marion Selz Laurière, Laboratoire d'Anthropo 
logie Social (CNRS), 52, rue du Cardinal Lemoine, F-75005 Paris, France. 
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I) Rep re sen t a t i on of Genea log ies in C o m p u t e r 

T h i s is real ized by a set of two files: the first one referr ing exclusively to 
ind iv idua l s , and the second one referr ing exclusively to mar r iages . T h e 
first file is in fact a list of peop le inc luding as m a n y informat ion data as 
necessary to descr ibe each person : profession, res idence , b i r t h place, death 
place , ti t le of nobi l i ty , ecclesiastical office... (See example : F igure 1). All 
e x a m p l e s are d r a w n out from a data base of the Bourbon dynasty establis­
hed by Pier re L a m a i s o n . 

T h e file of mar r i ages inc ludes such in fo rma t ions as mar r i age date , mar­
r iage place, o rde r n u m b e r of the mar r i age of the h u s b a n d and of t he wife... 
(See e x a m p l e : F igure 2) 

On the basis of these two files a m i n i m u m of t h r ee in fo rma t ions is 
necessary to identify a given pe r son ; they are: t h e ident i f icat ion n u m b e r of 
t h e mar r i age (MAT I N D ) from which the person is issued, an indic ium 
(1 I) which d is t inguishes h im o r h e r from o the r peop le issued from the 
s a m e mar r i age (it m e a n s of the s a m e phra t ry ) and t h e sex (SEXE). 

Seven i n fo rma t ions are necessary for each mar r i age ; they are: the n u m ­
ber of the mar r i age (MAT M A R ) , t he n u m b e r of the mar r i age of the hus­
b a n d ' s pa ren t s (MAT H O M ) , the husband ' s ind ic ium in its phra t ry (1 H) , 
( the two last n u m b e r s def ine the identif ication n u m b e r of the husband as 
ind iv idua l ) , the r a n k i n g indicat ion of the husband ' s mar r i age (N M H) , the 
n u m b e r of the mar r i age of the wife's pa ren t s (MAT F E M ) , the wife's in­
d ic ium in her ph ra t ry (I F) , (as i t h a p p e n s to the h u s b a n d ' s side, the two 
last n u m b e r s define the ident if icat ion n u m b e r of t he wife as ind iv idua l ) , 
t he r a n k i n g indicat ion of the wife's mar r iage (N M F) . 

In order that these files represent genealogies, it is necessary and suffi­
c ient that from each people i t would be possible to locate his chi ldren and 
his pa ren t s . It is ob ta ined by the n u m e r a t i o n descr ibed just before . We see 
i t l ook ing at an e x a m p l e (Figures 1-2-3): cons ider ing the indiv idual ' s file, 
we find Don Louis Ph i l ippe de Bourbon and F e r d i n a n d VI: thei r respec­
tively identif icat ion n u m b e r s are: 13 1 and 13 2. It m e a n s that they are 
issued from the same mar r i age n u m b e r e d 13. Now if we look for the mar­
riage n u m b e r e d 13 in the mar r i ages file, we find the pa ren t s of Don Louis 
Ph i l i ppe de Bourbon and F e r d i n a n d VI; they are Ph i l ippe de F rance and 
M a r i e Louise Gabr i e l l e de Savoie. The i r respectively identif icat ion num­
bers a re 11 2 and 22 2; it is easy to find them in the indiv idual ' s file. 

I I ) » S A I S I E - G E N « P a c k a g e 

It a l lows the user to descr ibe easily the var iables desired in each file, 
then to present a screen co r re spond ing to these descr ip t ions . T h e user is 
gu ided so tha t he may en te r ch i ld ren bo rn from mar r i age as soon as he has 
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en te red tha t mar r i age . Each person receives au tomat ica l ly an identifica­
t ion n u m b e r der ived from the n u m b e r of the mar r i age which begot him or 
he r . Different funct ions of the p r o g r a m allow to locate h o m o n y m s , to list 
h u s b a n d s and wives not registered in the first file, to modify records al­
ready registered, to list on the screen or on a p r in t e r , people and marr iages 
a l ready registered. 

Ill) »INTER-GEN« Package 

I t a l lows the fol lowing func t ions : 

- t h e selection of any person of t he base a n d then the scrut iniz ing of his 
genealogical e n v i r o n m e n t ( father , m o t h e r , b ro the r s and sisters, hus­
b a n d , wife, ch i ld ren) . 

- t h e display of t he set of all a scendan t s of any people : each ascendant is 
preceded by the descr ipt ion of the l ink be tween h im and t h e selected 
peop le (F igure 5). Fo r e x a m p l e J e a n n e d 'Albret i s the fa ther ' s fa ther ' s 
m o t h e r of Louis XIV. 

- the display of the set of all descendan t s of any people : each descendant 
is p receded by the descr ipt ion of the l ink between h im and the selected 
peop le (F igure 6) . F o r example , Louis Char les de F rance is the son (S) 
(D for daugh te r ) , second (2) chi ld b o r n from the first (a) mar r i age of 
Louis XVI (b for the second one , c for the thi rd one.. .) 

- the display of the set of people whose pa ren t s are u n k n o w n (we th ink 
he re about the marg ins of t he corpus , especially ances tors or anyone 
w h o falls out of the objec t ive knowledge of the i n fo rman t ) . 

- t he display of the filiation l ine between two persons if it exists. Several 
l ines may be exist in the case w h e r e in t e rmar r i ages have been con­
t racted. 

- t he research of t he ascending consangu in i ty of a pe rson ; we display 
then all people w h o are a scendan t s of tha t person by different ways. 

- t he research of t he descending consanguin i ty of a person : we display 
the first chi ld of each in t e rmar r i age of the descendan t s of that person . 

- t he research of consanguin i ty be tween two people ; we display all the i r 
nea re r c o m m o n ascendants i f some exist (F igure 7). Fo r example Louis 
XIII is ascendant of Mar ie Ade la ide de Savoie and of Louis de F rance . 
He is a t th ree genera t ions h igher . 
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