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The Lawyers in the Holy Roman Empire 
of the 16th to the 18th Century. 

A Historical Data Base 

Fillipo Ranieri* 

1.1. State of Research 

T h e r e has been no extensive invest igat ion on the educat ion , professio­
na l iza t ion , career , social background , and family c i rcumstances of Ger­
m a n lawyers of the Holy E m p i r e (16 th -18 th cen tury) these days. Single 
essays, however , conce rn ing the personne l compos i t ion of some cour t s or 
offices are known to be avai lable . Such essays na tura l ly r emain indi­
spensable as they represent the basis for fu r the r syntheses . Never theless , a 
lack of research in this respect canno t be denied: a social-his tor ical survey 
of th is professional g roup with regard to safe data on the numer ica l 
a m o u n t of graduated lawyers, their social origin, thei r universi ty educa­
t ion , changes of t ime within thei r family life and thei r typical career wit­
hin the rank society of the Holy E m p i r e are still missing. N u m e r o u s pieces 
of invest igat ion, dealing with single regional or imperia l au thor i t ies can 
only poin t out detai ls and provide e lements for a t t empt ing a total analysis. 

Such a synthesis does not exist up to now. That does not only apply to 
the late Middle Age, but also par t icular ly to the 17th and 18th cen tury . 

1.2. Purpose of the Project 

T h e project ' s object ive that will be presented here , emerged from the 
descr ibed research s i tuat ion. T h e in tent ion is, to reconstruct all graduated 
lawyers of the Holy E m p i r e from the 17th to the 18th century proso­
pographical ly , in a detailed legal and social-his tor ical invest igat ion. At the 
same t ime this professional g roup will be analysed according to the i r uni­
versity educa t ion , thei r family c i r cums tances and thei r examples of ma­
king career in society. 

My thesis actually is that such a research strategy can be realized for the 
p rosopography of G e r m a n gradua ted lawyers of the decades between 1550 
and 1750. A consequent considera t ion of the technical possibili t ies, offered 

* Address all communications to Fillipo Ranieri, Max-Planck Insti tut f. europäi­
sche Rechtsgeschichte, Friedrich Str. 2 - 6, 6000 Frankfurt/Main, FRG. 
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by c o m p u t e r processing, and the analysis of an up to now hard ly not iced 
source from the history of l awyers ' educa t ion , form a basis to register a 
great par t of G e r m a n g radua ted j u r i s t s from this epoch separately. Fur­
t h e r m o r e , it offers the possibil i ty of discussing all these p rob lems from a 
different po in t of view by b r ing ing up new aspects. F rom the sources of 
univers i ty his tory of the 17th and 18th century , the hardly clear n u m b e r of 
d isser ta t ions and d isputa t ions a re to be cons idered . Th i s mater ia l repres­
en t s a u n i q u e and up to now scarcely ut i l ized historical source for legal 
h is tory as well as social his tory. I do not wan t to descr ibe this genre of 
l i t e ra tu re in its his tory and character is t ics here in detai l . I only wan t to 
m e n t i o n s o m e facts: As i t is k n o w n , hav ing oral d i spu ta t ions dates back to 
t he pedagogical t radi t ion univers i ty . It also represen ts a centra l aspect of 
t each ing at G e r m a n univers i t ies of the 16th to the 18th cen tury . Tha t 
appl ies especially to the ju r id ica l faculties, w h e r e d i sputa t ions were held 
systematical ly as a kind of t r a in ing or for the ach ievemen t of an academic 
grade , most ly suggested and led by »Praeses« . Original ly , the d isputa t ion 
was an oral t r a in ing . But a l ready at the end of the 16th cen tury , i t b e c a m e 
obvious , par t icu la r ly a t G e r m a n univers i t ies of t he Holy E m p i r e tha t also 
wr i t ten e l abora t ions were fo rmula ted and p r in ted on the occasion of a 
d i spu ta t ion . D u r i n g the 17th cen tury , this p r imar i ly b e c a m e a ru le at law 
facult ies because their s tatus often d e m a n d e d it. 

T h e l i terary significance of these wri t ings is different . Mainly , these are 
not t reat ises which take up an i m p o r t a n t place a m o n g jur id ica l his tory of 
d o g m a s and ideas. But what really m a k e s up the character is t ic and un ique 
qual i ty as a source of this genre is that it appea r s on a mass ive scale. As 
d i spu t ing at that t ime , at least unt i l the midd le of the 18th century , be lon­
ged to he n o r m a l cur r i cu lum of ju r id ica l educa t ion , the evaluat ion of this 
k ind of l i t e ra tu re offers the chance of registering the historical popu la t ion 
of 17th and 18th century gradua ted ju r i s t s of the Holy Empi re , especially 
those w h o achieved an academic grade left an un ique and impress ive c o l ­
lective ev idence« in the i r d isser ta t ions dur ing the period of their univer­
sity stay. 

1.3. Results of Preliminary Work 

Both, legal and social his tory capi tu la ted to such a source . T h e mass of 
records and the insufficient and often s imply lacking invest igat ion of most 
wr i t ings in l ibrar ies m a k e it imposs ib le to use t he mater ia l in historical 
research . Such an analysis has for the first t ime b e c o m e possible th rough 
my developed research project at the M a x - P l a n c k - l n s t i t u t e of European 
legal his tory. T h e project deals with au tho r s and subjects of jur id ica l dis­
ser ta t ions , be ing worked out dur ing 1600 and 1800 at G e r m a n univers i t ies 
in the area of the Holy E m p i r e . T h e Inst i tu te ' s u n i q u e col lect ion, par t icu-
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lary the supply of abou t 70,000 disser ta t ions from the 17th and the 18th 
cen tu ry of the Holy E m p i r e and the possibil i t ies offered by c o m p u t e r p ro ­
cessing gave the fundamen ta l impe tus for s tar t ing such a project . T h e 
m a i n basis of the examina t i on was for the t ime being the above men t ioned 
collect ion of ju r id ica l disser ta t ions. The prev ious results show that they 
m a k e up about half of all historically p rovab le disser tat ions. T h e histori­
cal , l i terary and biographica l in format ion on each jur id ica l dissertat ion 
and each d isputa t ion cand ida te ( responden t ) a re sorted out by a data bank 
in o rder to m a k e legal-his tor ical a n d social-his tor ical invest igat ion possib­
le . We tr ied to register all those jur id ica l d isser ta t ions of t he Holy Empi re ' s 
univers i t ies from the chosen t ime per iod, which could be investigated eit­
her from the inst i tute 's analysis of work , or from catalogues of l ibrary 's 
stocks, from book exhib i t ions , from c o n t e m p o r a r y Sort iments , from old 
b ib l iographies and mat r i cu la t ion registers. T h e biographical data on each 
responden t gathered from the disser ta t ions were added by facts examined 
from mat r icu la t ion registers, cata logues of funeral s e rmons . We started the 
project in different steps. In a p re l imina ry phase that is comple ted by now, 
all p rovab le jur id ica l d isser ta t ions from specific years ( 1 6 0 1 - 1 6 0 5 / 1 6 5 1 -
1655 /1701-1705 /1751-1755) were registered. The same applies to the 
b iographica l data on t h e involved gradua ted lawyers. In a s imi lar way, we 
invest igated bibl iographical and b iographica l data of a statistically 
represen ta t ive sample survey of those wri t ings ( that refers to disser ta t ions 
of ju r i s t s whose family n a m e begins with A. and E.). 

Final ly , the b iographical and bibl iographical data of all d isser ta t ions of 
the univers i t ies of Basel, He lms ted t , Hal le , Du i sburg , G ießen . Königsberg 
and Prag were incorpora ted into the data b a n k . U n d e r th ree different as­
pects (a specific year, a statistically representa t ive sample survey ( n a m e ) 
and a univers i ty) , the data bank now offers f a r - r each ing oppor tun i t i e s of 
analysis . 

At the m o m e n t , t h e data b a n k con ta ins in format ion on 20,000 jur i s t s of 
the 16th to the 18th cen tury and the i r univers i ty d i sputa t ions (a l together 
about 2,000.000 separa te data) . 

2.1. The Data Bank 

Conce rn ing the choice of a p rogram for a data bank , we decided to take 
a p roduc t by Siemens , name ly G O L E M . T h e cri teria for that decision and 
the resul t ing exper ience will be shor t ly descr ibed in the fol lowing: 

In ou r case, only a selection of 8,000 wri t ings out of m o r e than 70,000 
d i spu ta t ions from the inst i tute 's supply were to be accepted du r ing a phase 
of bu i ld ing up . In the process of deciding for a cer tain data bank , we also 
had to take in to accoun t the registrat ion of the rest of the stock and even 
fu r the r s tocks. For the capacity of all data bank that m e a n t a l lowing an 
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inclus ion of at least 80,000 d o c u m e n t s . Not only t he n u m b e r of data files, 
b u t also t he compos i t ion of each data file is to be considered for a decis ion. 
T h e rules of fo rmal iza t ion for the registrat ion of the d i spu ta t ions wan ted a 
deta i led charac te r iza t ion of each wr i t ing or candida te ' s b iography . Alto­
ge ther , m o r e t han 60 descr ip tors had to be al located. 

On the one h a n d tha t inc luded data , for ins tance t he n a m i n g of t he t i t le , 
t h e univers i ty where the d isputa t ion was held or the n a m e s of r e sponden t s 
and the »Praeses« . On the o the r hand that inc luded a free text of u n k n o w n 
l eng th , te l l ing about t h e au tho r ' s life and giving in fo rmat ion on the con­
t en t s of the wr i t ing . I t should p rov ide access e i ther t h rough s t ruc tured data 
or t h r o u g h every occur r ing word in t h e free text. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , statistical analyses of the mater ia l were p l a n n e d . W h e n 
descr ib ing G O L E M in t he fol lowing, i t will b e c o m e obv ious in how far 
G O L E M suits the above def ined r equ i r emen t s . 

2.2. The Input of Data 

G O L E M offers two possibi l i t ies of giving data in to the pool . On the one 
h a n d data can be registered in n o r m a l text files whe re , however , 
G O L E M - s p e c i f i c o rders need to be inc luded, wh ich m a k e the p rog ram 
dis t inguish be tween single descr ip tors and free text. On the o ther h a n d a 
descr ip t ion of the in fo rmat ion s t ruc ture can be defined wi th in the fra­
m e w o r k of G O L E M which a l lows an input in the form of a ques t ionna i r e . 

We decided to take the second possibility because the input is m u c h 
easier and m o r e o v e r less l iable to er rors . Such a proceeding forces us to 
f o r m u l a t e rules, which sort out the mass of in format ion i tems from the 
d o c u m e n t s and thereby makes an efficient organiza t ion of the data bank 
poss ible . W;e worked out an e n o r m o u s sum of rules that con ta ined guidel­
ines for the registrat ion of d i spu ta t ions . 

2 .3 . Statistical and Cartographical Evaluation 

Apar t from the oppo r tun i t y of re t r ieving in fo rmat ion , we also in tended 
to eva lua te the collected data statistically. As G O L E M does not offer such 
a statistical c o m p o n e n t , we had to develop our own system using the pos­
sibility of G O L E M ' s interface ( G O L I N K ) , w h e r e i t can be contacted by 
as semble r s and Cobol p r o g r a m s . 

We now have a p rog ram that is led by masks which is r a the r easy to 
h a n d l e . I t ques t ions the necessary data at G O L E M ' s interface, in order to 
t r a n s m i t t hem in an a p p r o p r i a t e processed form to the statistical p rog ram 
I N F P L A N that takes over the processing. Tha t is why tabular evalua t ion is 
possible with absolute or percen tage n u m b e r s . Those refer e i ther to the 
w h o l e data b a n k , to cer ta in t ime pe r iods of t he mater ia l , or to t he s a m p l e 
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survey. You can also get a p r i n t - o u t of the table or a graphic representa­
t ion of the »Sca lend iagram«. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , i t should be men t ioned that we succeeded in t r ans fo rming 
t h e statistical results car tographical ly by processing: 

T h e m a p of the Holy E m p i r e in the historical borders of the »Peace 
Treaty of 1648«, the respective borders of the Empi re ' s terr i tor ies and the 
coord ina tes of 9,000 places have been digitalized. On the basis of the avai­
lable data tha t a re readable by mach ines , t he car tographical representa t ion 
of statistical resul ts is possible in var ious forms . Tha t m e a n s , t he re is an 
i n s t r u m e n t which can be used for quant i ta t ive ly or ienta ted research p r o ­
jec t s on the Holy E m p i r e in s imi lar ways. 
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Longitudinal Data File Compilation 
for Historical Analysis 

Yoshiro Mat suda* 

1. Introduction 

Recent deve lopmen t of c o m p u t e r e n v i r o n m e n t has m a d e i t possible to 
h a n d l e a large scale da tabase . T h u s , to compi l e a longi tudinal data file 
based on t h e mic ro data for historical analysis becomes possible if the 
source of data r ema ins . O u r recent effort is to compi le a historical da tabase 
especially a iming to reconst ruct a list data of factories and compan ies ob­
ta ined from var ious sources and to in tegra te these list data in to one Ion 
gi tudinal file l ink ing the data of same factory in different t ime per iods . (1) 

Our focus of a t tent ion is to analyze the indus t r ia l iza t ion process of the 
Japanese economy since the Meiji Res tora t ion in 1859 after the opening 
the Japanese m a r k e t to the wor ld . T h e basic economic policy of the govern 
m e n t was how to catch up the s t andard of t he Western World th rough 
in t roduc ing the Western technology, b o t h , of h a r d w a r e and software. The 
factory p roduc t ion system was one of the examples . (2) 

T h e factory produc t ion system was charac te r ized with the power machi 
ne and the new m a n a g e m e n t system of assembl ing worke r s in one works 
h o p . Since the 1980s, the Japanese g o v e r n m e n t tried to grasp the actual 
s i tuat ion of the factory system and left va r ious list data of the factories. 
O u r file uses these f ragmental data to compi le a longi tudinal one between 
1902 and 1909 for manufac tu r i ng factories. T h i s per iod is ext remely im 
por t an t to u n d e r s t a n d the s i tuat ions of the resul ts of the first industr ial 
r evo lu t ion . T h e Russo-Japanese War was in 1904-5 and the First World 
War was in 1914-18 and the per iod we analyze lies between these two 
phases . 

2. Survey System and High Refusal Rations 

T h e list of factory of 1902 was based on the survey of which the basic 
e n u m e r a t i o n or repor t ing uni t was the factory of m o r e than ten employees . 
But the coverage of the list of factory of 1909 was expanded to m o r e than 

* Address all communications to Yoshiro Matsuda, Institute of Economic Re 
search, Hitotsubashi University, Kunitachi, Tokyo, Japan. 
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