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Theintroduction of European Studiesin the Univer sitiesfrom Romania
Mariana Buda*, University of Oradea

Abstract

In Romania, European Studies have been introduekdively late compared with other
European countries. Immediately after the fallled Communism, Romanian Universities made
efforts to introduce the European dimension in rtheirricula. The first specializations of
European Studies date from the middle of tH& 9@day, the Romanian Higher Education in the
field of European Studies respects the Europeandsta@ and provides courses at European
level.
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European Studies, taught today in most Europeawetsiiies at bachelor, master or
doctorate, became a natural component of the alariof higher education study. They
introduce the European dimension in higher edunaditd over time, contributed to the ongoing
process of European integration of countries fréve European space to the great family of
European Community and later the European Union.

Currently, there are differences or different waysapproaching the teaching - learning
for European Studies in various countries of theopean Union, according to the time of
accession to it (J. Gonzélez, R. Wagenaar, 2005E)nding countries of the European Union
or those that joined the European Union many yagossee differently the European integration
process and the European issues. We believe ftisatlittersity is beneficial and it would be a
mistake to impose uniformity in this field of studyowever one can see many similarities in the
objectives of European research programs and cemget that graduates need to acquire to
complete their studies.

In Romania, European studies have been introduslatively late compared with other
European countries, where they existed since thation of the European Union, according to
International Repottpublished in 1989 which include the place and ofl€uropean Studies in
European Union countries to date. Andrei Marganfareducation minister in Romania between
December 1997 - December 2000, specifies in thenvelyears of Reform and what followed
that “In 2000 was covered the introduction of Ewap studies in the curricula of schools,
colleges and universities in the Romanian accegsiocess to the European Union” (A. Marga,
C. Baba, 2005:61).
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Y In 1989, the Association of the European Commusitydies (ECSA) has conducted an extensive rejtled t
.Place de l'intégration européenne dans les programuniversitaires. Rapports nationaux” presenteBrussels
on June 29 to 30, 1989 in ECSA-Europe Conferenctherstatus of subjects with a European orientatidrich

includes state of European studies at each of #mbar countries of the European Community untilQl. 99 as
its name says, place of European integration iruttieersity curricula.
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In this study we wanted to verify from  where Eurape
studies have emerged in Romania, as they were boch how they present themselves in
Romania until 2000, when this phenomenon startedréov in our country by creating new
disciplines in the spirit of the European Union and creating new specializations in higher
education.

This work does not pretend to be exhaustive. ltildiohowever, reflect a state of affairs
and an existing reality, an inventory of existirggources and it's a tool able to reflect a new
approach and dynamic needs in the higher education.

Aspects of Romanian university education in the 90s

After 1989, education reform was one of the staigarities of all governments that have
succeeded. The years that followed were years asfsitiion from all points of view, and in
education it was felt quite strongly. The firstelryears of transition were characterized by the
lack of a coherent policy on education. Immediateective measures have predominated, taken
under the influence of various pressure groupgsherdesire to eliminate as quickly as possible
the most visible aspects of communist education.gbvernment programs, the objectives
regarding the education were irrelevant or wereabaltogether (D.C. Radulescu, 2006:108).

Romanian school in the early 90s was in a uniquatson: it was forced to produce
changes that the government was unable to chall@engeen to manage. Until then the Ministry
controlled administratively almost all aspects ofiversity life. But in 1968 Education Act
(amended in 1977) had become largely ineffectiveerfdmena as: curriculum development,
international openness, emergence of new institatistructures (universities, colleges, private
universities), pressure for university autonomyaged from the ministry’s capacity to contain
them. Universities were moving faster than the stigiwas reacting. And therefore his work
was soon to meet the challenges coming to him,tmgiroduce him a change. The reagent
character was associated with the selective: ajinau that period appeared tens, even hundreds
of private higher education institutions, the minjglidn’t want to stick them into account, they
do not exist. As a result, to the university lifashbeen added the chaos, the legislative and
institutional confusion (A. Miroitet al, 1998:117).

Romanian higher education in 1993 showed in maaysanrecognizable. Only then the
ministry has managed to initiate a difficult proged relocation into new frameworks of the
already established. Has been developed a Whiter Paform, has enacted Law no. 88/1993 on
accreditation of higher education diplomas anddiaborated the draft of the education law (A.
Miroiu et al, 1998:117).

However, at national level they have made the ¥dhg improvements: improve
curriculum by refreshing the list of disciplineshhancing international conference sessions
organized in faculties, revival of the academicestfic production, progress equipping with
modern equipment of faculties and departments,redipg group of specialists who participated
in the meetings and international scientific atidg. It also states that have strengthened the



university faculties and departments and points that universities do not yet have a 100%
autonomous, leading them in part by laws develdped time ago. One aspect that seems
important to note is that since 1993, Andrei Margactor of Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-
Napoca, expressing his intention of setting Europ®audies Faculty in the very near future at
the University of Babes-Bolyai Cluj-Napoca (A. Marg2009:18), this being the second of its
kind in Eastern Europe. This statement confirms @k&gaordinary opening of the University
desires, but also the need to rally to a Europgatesy, free, democratic and a trend that existed
at that time in Europe for a few years.

It is interesting to note that this trend towarBaropeanization is found only in
Transylvania at the time, space always charactebgenulticulturalism and multiethnic.

Romanian education alignment to European standards

In this context of change in the academic year 1B88b is established at the University
of Babes-Bolyai in Cluj, in addition to other spaties or independent colleges, t8ehool of
Comparative European Studjeas a school with rank of faculty (A. Marga, 2@, thus
promoting European Studies at undergraduate lduet. four years after the fall of communism
in Romania is set the first School that speaks fabwiopening to Europe and to the values
promoted by it. In addition, starting this academpgar, many functional Cultural Centers are
established besides the University, of which thestmianportant for our research are the
European CentelLibrary of European Studieasndinternational Mobility of Students Offi¢a.
Marga, 2009:31), mentioning the importance of mgbih Europe and beyond, both as students
and teachers. This year marks the choice of Uniyeof Cluj as a permanent member of the
Higher Committee of the Council of Europad its integration into thEuropean University
Association(A. Marga, 2009:31).

In the academic year 1994-1995, at the initiatiteghe Academy of Economic Studies
(ASE) in Bucharest, the Faculty of InternationakBess and Economics (REI), a consortium of
13 partners and five Romanian EU partners is design elaborate and develop a TEMPUS
project for teaching economics. The project was@apgd by the European Training Foundation
and was applied in the 1995-1996 academic yedPqpa, 1998:122-123). It is, therefore, the
beginning of European Studies in Bucharest, whesg are taught at Master level.

1995-1996 academic year brings many changes idiveg of other universities: Pro
Europe journals and several volumes of Europeadi€iappear, at Babes-Bolyai University,
the School of Comparative European Studiesame thé&aculty of European Studiegraduates
obtaining license, this being “the most comprehendinternational studies program in the
country” (A. Marga, 2009:65).

At the University of Timisoara are the foundatiasfsa Comparative European Studies
School, designed as a postgraduate program fag traars. It aims is to achieve the purpose for
which it was created, that is to form specialistsowhave skills in complex issues of
building a united Europe. The studies curriculumeasatered on several essential subjects related



to politic, economic and legal components of Euawpeconstruction, but also with
complementary disciplines including social scienoesmodern languages. The author also
mentions that the Schools is in the third year>o$tence, and already enjoys a reputation (C.
Popei, 1998:132). We can, therefore appreciate tha sichool has started it’'s activity in the
academic year 1994-1995, providing Master cours&siropean Studies.

At the Alexandru loan Cuza University fronsilastarting with the academic year 1997-
1998, was created a postgraduate program, withtardisciplinary character, completed with a
Master’s degree in European Studies (Lanéscu, 1998:248).

A few years later, under the guidance of Adriandidif, in spring 1998 is published in
volume titled The Romanian education today- Stuidgiagnostics at Publishing Polirom in lasi.
Here it is mentioned that “education modernizatiprograms launched since 1990 have
produced superficial effects curriculum” (A. Miroat al, 1998:77), and to align with European
standards, the Romanian education must still masgress. The progress that Romania should
take into account to have a competitive educatiout, also the sense that is going this
modernization, were linked to European demandsdtatountry had to meet.

The legal basis of relations between Romania hadEuropean Union is the European
Association AgreemehtThis document has been signed with Romania oebtuary 1993, was
promulgated by the President of Romania on 5 Ap893 and published in the “Official
Gazette” of 12 April 1993. Europe Agreement cante iiorce on 1 February 1995. European
Agreement establishing Romania association withBEbhepean Union to establish permanent
political dialogue forms. On 22 June 1995, Romahn&s made, together with the formal
application for EU membership, and the Nationahtsgy for Romania’s accession to the EU,
which aims to provide some solutions on how tothi# European standards of various sectors.
On 25 July 1996, was submitted to Brussels Romaraaswer to the European Commission
guestionnaire on preparation of opinion on the iappbn for EU membership.

On 16 July 1997, the European Commission reletismedackage of documents known as
Agenda 2000 and opinions on all the 10 associatethtdes of Central and Eastern Europe.
Agenda 2000 provides a clear vision of the Europggaion means at entry into the twenty-first
century. Based on this Agenda Romania has thetdutfptain an education guide to European
standards, performance and competitive. Given thkitode of changes, but also establishing
the first private universities in Romania, as vasdlincreasing the number of public universities,
of new faculties or study programs and speciabretj was adopted the Law no. 88/1993,
concerning accreditation of higher education diemrepublished. Under this Act, was
established the National Council for Academic Eatibn and Accreditation (CNEAA), who
carried out the activities supported by evaluatiorstitutional and program accreditation
(ARACIS, 2006:3).

21t is currently professor of political sciencetfa¢ Faculty of Political Sciences, National SchaidPolitical and
Administrative Studies, Bucharest.
% Itis a treaty between the EU and non-EU courltay treates the legal framework for cooperatiombeh them.
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Later, in 1998 it founded at the University of Baoést, the Department of International
Relations and European Studies, which operates astanomous department of the Faculty of
Letters, from the academic year 1998-1999. Thiscaire was designed from the perspective of
higher education reform as an effort to modernizdirie with developments in contemporary
Romania, oriented towards European integration.slich a context and in the academic
environment, European Cultural Studies departmenpgses this specialization, with duration
of four years, held the day classes ended wittadugtion exam and a paper.

Also during this period is created the universatytonomy as a tool to optimize
performance, by eliminating stagnation and irreteea (A. Marga, 2009:54). Arise also the
university senates, composed of faculty membersoudhout this period of transition for the
Romanian education and European level produced nchiaypges occur. One of the most
important changes in the level of education in parproposed is the Bologna Declaration in
1999. It was signed by the ministers responsibtehigher education in 29 states, including
Romania. The main objective of the Bologna Protg$s create a European Higher Education
Area, based on international cooperation and acadexchanges, a European space so attractive
to students and European teachers and for studedtdeachers worldwide. By creating the
European Higher Education Area is intended to itatd mobility of students, graduates and
staff in higher education, preparing students fi@irtfuture careers and for life as active citizens
of democratic societies, and providing support tfugir personal development and providing
wide access to quality higher education. The thpeerities of the Bologna Process are:
introduction of a higher education system with ¢hmycles (bachelor, master and doctorate),
guality assurance and recognition of education ifications and study periods (L. Pislaru,
2009).

In 2000, it established at the University Alexandoan Cuza in lasi the Center for
European Studies. The mission of the Center forofean Studies (CES) is to help to the
cultural, economic and social development in N&#st of Romania, as support for EU
integration. The Center was established throughPtiere program and operates since 2000 as an
inter-departmental faculty of the University, prdwvig academic programs for education,
research and consulting designed to promote Eunopalaies, to encourage dialogue on issues
concerning European integration and contributedm&nia’'s EU accession preparation.

After the year 2000 is established at several amities in Romania Centers,
Departments or Chairs of European Studies and natenal Relations which begin to
implement their projects in the framework of Jeaoniet Action.

European Studies in Romania

In the countries of Central and Eastern Europerdfiections on European Studies begin
to be visible since 1997, even if the area is sélly new. In 1997, at Cluj-Napoca is organized
the conferencdeuropean Studies Todawhich reiterated the multidisciplinary nature tbe
domain, thus allowing the description, conceptaion, explanation and understanding of



European realities, which is impossible under alsirdiscipline (A. Marga, 1998:13). The
volume of this conference summarizes very well tdomcerns at that time for opening to
European education, but also the state of the Earoptudies in Romania in 1997.

In the opening volume, Andrei Marga, provides soctaification of the concept of
European Studies. He says that the European stadéemultidisciplinary studies, since their
goal is to describe, to conceptualize, to explaim ainderstand a reality that cannot be
understood and synthesized by a single discipMweover, the increasing complexity of life in
recent years does not allow traditional mono-digwpy approaches (A. Marga, 1998:13). In
addition, he points out that all Europeans musteskize same values, to defend and implement
them through participation at their multiplication.

Dan Grigorescu shows the development of Europeadies through the European
program TEMPUS for Romania. He says that TEMPUSg@im has had a big impact on
institutions and its effects have resulted in neanagement practices at the departmental and
faculty level, creating new departments and devetppnd introducing new activities in
accordance with the new values (D. Grigorescu, 58

Also in this context it is presented the challermfe Agenda 2000 and Romania's
integration into European Union structures, arttolat highlights the importance of a faculty of
European Studies in Romania (A. Boca, 1998:50),dsd their status as a specialist degree in
European Studies at European |éidle author emphasizes the importance of Europealies
for the preparation of specialists for Romaniatet European institutions but also to offer a
multidisciplinary opening to graduates of this spkzation (G. Salu, 1998:73).

loan Popa, in his studyeveloping curricula for European Studies: a TEMPU
Experience proposes to analyze two important issues, frosngdaint of view regarding the
development of European Studies curriculum. Fistivhat point the European studies may be
considered as an area of special research andrigahm other words, on strictly economic field,
the question arises whether there is any reastalk@bout the European economy in particular,
instead of economics or about international econdfuiromarketing? Secondly, the question is
whether indeed the introduction of European Studigsicula meet the requirements of system
updates and upgrades to higher education, i.e #we disciplines “Euro” are indeed an
improvement that touches the essence or are omhe stew books covering subjects hiding
already outdated (l.Popa, 1998:123). Thus, in tbedemic year 1994-1995 represents the
beginning of European Studies in Bucharest, at dfdstel.

At the same conference, Cornelius Ropeoposes an interesting vision on European
studies in his study entitledhe Institutionalization of European Studies - /Aokiments,
Difficulties, and Perspectiveg-rom the outset stated that he believes thatptbenotion of
European studies, i.e. placing them in institutjionsist be addressed both from the perspective
of Romania’s integration in Europe, but also imteiof educational reform in our country. Thus,
he proposes the following three main directionstfio be seen whether Romania has a strategy
of integration into European structures. Then, hggssts checking the stage in which the




educational reform in our country is, and the thilet author asks what the European studies are
(C. Popé, 1998:131). His study responds, in turn, at hktse issues raised. Moreover, he
presents the moment of introduction of Europeamistuin Timisoara. Thus at Timisoara
University are the foundations of Comparative Eeap Studies. This school has started its
activity in the academic year 1994-1995, providiutgster courses in European Studies.

An interesting perspective on European studies affers Victor Neumann in his study
entitled Perspectives on European Studies in Romania:rtieing of trainers He said that the
guestions concerning the purpose of European studievell justified since the theoretical
debates fail to show their point of interest. Itdifficult to determine the status of European
Studies as a discipline, Victor Neumann said, ag las international institutions that promote
such studies cannot be converged in having a conpoornt of view on European studies (V.
Neumann, 1998:243). The author also mentionsithsian illusion to believe that the study of
inter-governmental relations in their various vaoias, or that learning to solve certain problems
related to political and social ways of organizafiare sufficient to contemporary European
studies. His skepticism, like other researchers, dear from the fact that the European studies
cannot evolve without sufficient philosophical mefleces and without a solid theoretical basis
(V. Neumann, 1998:243).

Livia Vranescu in his articldempus Project Support for European Integrationdt&ts,
explains the introduction of European-oriented sicht the Alexandru loan Cuza University
from lasi®. The author mentions that the University Senateidéel in 1995 to create the
Department of European Studies, this having arrdigeiplinary character. The purpose of this
department has been coordinating training progriams$uture teachers, but also developing a
new curriculum. Finally, starting with the acadenyiear 1997-1998, Alexandru loan Cuza
University from Igi offers a postgraduate program in European StudiesVranescu,
1998:248).

The articles published in this volume, in the intgional conferenc&uropean Studies
today offers a clear vision of European studies at ttmé in Romania. We can conclude that
between 1994-1997 were founded first programs udysin Romania in the European studies,
most at Master’s level. The fact that in 1997 imRmia was held such an event is a concrete
proof of their existence and reveals a concerrhig tespect. Meetings with specialists in the
European studies, from other countries, as evidkbgdhe volume, are an important experience
that can share the results and needs, but als@reate new directions and developments.

Another important fact in the marking and deliveof European studies as a
specialization in Romania is the publication in 208y Claudiu Ciciun of his studyNesting
Europe. The State of European Studies and Reas@amiRbmania The aim of this paper is to
initiate the formation of a true picture of Europe&tudies and to provide information and
insights that can help both the Romanian instigim question and that school communities, to
focus efforts and policies to a more rapid insiitoidlization of the discipline and research areas
(C. Crciun, 2003:30).




Claudiu Caciun says that the first departments that werededrin Romania were those
of Political Science, which included various cosrs# International Relations and European
Studies. He says the number is difficult to detasrbecause many of them are in the permitting
process or other in temporary operation. Accordindata presented, however, at that time, there
were 10 departments of Political Science in Romawfiavhich only two independent. Another
area that has tried to include European studiesruheir tutelage was Public Administration (C.
Craciun, 2003:30).

In terms of competition and cooperation, the autswerts that one of the most striking
features of European Studies departmental dynaofiEsiropean Studies is the competition for
obtaining academic respect. The problem is tham ¢wis competition has its landmarks outside
the country. The status of a department or prograstudy is given in principle by the existence
of various funds, contacts with foreign organizasi@nd institutions being very important, as the
presence of renowned scientists. This is the ttbat is observed in all the universities from
Romania, since they are clearly oriented towar@sahtside and less inside. For this reason,
many disciplines are lacking in content of the ewick of a national research agenda and an
appropriate organizational support.

To understand how the European Studies are taugtRomania, Claudiu Gciun
proposes to take into account the following reléviasues. First, in the social sciences in
Romania, students and faculty had to go througlergog of transition from an ideological
approach, dark and very authoritarian, to one nmoelern and oriented communication. For
example, in Romania, before 1989, there are fewesraf a rudimentary teaching of political
science and intentional relations in the Acaderfitefan Gheorghiu” from Bucharest, where
Communist Party officials were trained. This inditbn would be a great base for teaching about
Europe today. Second, the reform process can tdeagatime. However, this was somewhat
amortized by the infusion of young professiona&nied abroad. On the other hand, leaving
aside ideological handicap, there were groups etigpsts in different disciplinary areas (eg
economics, law, history and even philosophy) whd ka catch up, recover, to be able to
contribute to the agenda of European Studies. ifsiedepartment to cover aspects of European
integration was the Law, which is easily explain8dholars in Law had a previous experience,
well prepared and of course access to informatimuEurope, namely the legal documents of
50 years of European construction. Other disciglihave necessarily followed, mainly by
shifting some researchers to a new terrain rathem through the conscious reform of the old
curriculum (C. Céciun, 2003:30). The evolution of European Studire®Romania is confirmed
by the European Commission through the Directo@z¢aeral for Education and Culture, Jean
Monnet Project, which between 1990 and 2002 findnearious academic initiatives: five
modules Jean Monnet, nine permanent courses amdJé&an Monnet Chairs in 9 Romanian
universities. Taken together, they comprise 18 esgfal initiatives within existing disciplines:
four in History, four in EU law, 6 in the Europe&tonomy, two in Political Science and three
multidisciplinary (C. Céciun, 2003:30).



In another order of ideas the stage of developmest overcome by passing to the next
step, especially in the departments receiving suibisi international cooperation. It means, that
very quickly it was realized that European studiad European construction is not just treaties
and economic integration. The influence of politigarties, issues related to culture and identity,
transatlantic relations during Cold War were themssed to make more explicit the processes
of European construction. Looking, however, todayEaropean studies courses, this initial
phase of implementation of European studies is nagaiceeded, most political science
departments move to the stage of specializatiorci8lization means that the study of Europe
begins to be strong related with various theorktcal illustrative issues. This is an advantage
for the students who receive more information tfia@ years ago on this subject, but the overall
picture of European studies is still far from beimgterogeneous and organized (Cadim,
2003:30).

In 2003, the publication year of ClaudiuaCiun’s study, the Romanian institution that
best promotes European studies was Romanian Eurdpsttute, as he says. This institution
currently supports the only magazine that referBumopean affairs: ,The Romanian Journal of
European Affairs”, magazine that exists today. Ti&ia trilingual publication, edited three times
a year. European Commission through the Phare qumodras funded this initiative to which
contributions come mainly from Western Europe, B@manian ones being quite rare (C.
Craciun, 2003:30).

At the end of the study, Claudiu &un says that the most important in judging the
importance, success and development of Europeatiestin Romania are the students. In
Romania there is still a difference of percepti@ween the “dynamic” Europe, represented by
the activities of the European Union and Europdateswhich taught in the schools, and also
the one related to the accompanying bureaucracay.atithor concludes that if scientists will be
able to demonstrate how Europe favorably influeribedife of Europeans, there is a chance for
a successful Europe (C.&mun, 2003:35-36).

This is the image that gives Claudiusi€@un on European studies in 2003. Subsequent
developments and the developments that have tdkeea i this discipline are evident.

Aspects of Romanian university education today

Currently, in the documents of the Romanian AgefwecyQuality Assurance in Higher
Education, the International Relations and Europ8ardies field figures as part of Political
Science department (ARACIS, 2009:18). A study progin this field must cover the following
disciplines:Introduction to International Relations, Introduati to European Studies, History of
International Relations, World Economy, Internatbrhaw, Research Methods in Social and
Political Sciences, Introduction to Political Scgen Political Ideologies in the contemporary
era, European institutions, International Relatio$eories, International institutions and
organizations, Foreign policy and diplomacWe find also the following optional subjects,
recommendedSociology of International Relations, Security $#adArea Studies, International



conflict analysis, Geostrategy and geopolitics, otegion and conflict in international
relations, Globalism and globalization, Europeategration, EU law, The Governance in the
EU, Community policieARACIS, 2009:22).

Firstly it can be noted that today European stugliesfield of study, a specialization of
the universities from Romania. This did not exigfdie 1989 in Romania, although other
universities in Europe had already implementedBheopean Studies program<urrently, in
Romania we have a Faculty of European Studiesfitsteof its kind in Romania, namely the
Faculty of European Studies in Cluj-Napoca and divarsities, which through 19 faculties have
in their programs of study European Studies speat&n, which in Romania is associated with
a specialization in International Relations, in $HRISE’. These universities and colleges are:
Andrei Saguna University of Constanta, Faculty of Commutioca Sciences and Political
Science, specializing in RISE, Ovidius UniversifyGonstanta, Faculty of History and Political
Science, specializing in RISE, SNSPA, Bucharestufa of Political Science, specializing in
RISE, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosgplspecializing in European Studies and
International Relations, University of BucharesacHlty of Letters, specializing in European
Studies, West University of Timisoara, Faculty oblifcal Science, Philosophy and
Communication Sciences, specializing in RISE, Splanet University of Bucharest, Faculty of
International Relations, History and Philosophye@glization RISE, Danubius University of
Galati, Faculty of International Relations and Epgan Studies, specialization RISE, Mihall
Kogalniceanu University of lasi, Faculty of InternatadnRelations and European Studies,
specialization RISE, University Alexandru loan Cwfdasi, Faculty of Philosophy and Social-
Political Sciences, specializing in RISE, Lucianagd University from Sibiu, Faculty of
Political Science, International Relations and pean Studies, specialization RISE, Constantin
Brancyi University of Targu-Jiu, Faculty of Public Admstration and Comparative Political
Studies, Specialization RISE, Petru Maior Universit Targu-Mures, Faculty of Sciences and
Letters, Specialty RISE, Western University VadBeldis of Arad, Faculty of Humanities,
Political and Administrative, specialization in FSUniversity of Oradea, Faculty of History,
Geography and International Relations, speciabnatn RISE, BabgBolyai University from
Cluj-Napoca, Faculty of European Studies, spe@tbn in RISE, BahkeBolyai University
from Cluj-Napoca, Faculty of History and Philosoplpecialization in RISEStefan cel Mare
University of Suceava, Faculty of History and Gexpdry, specializing in RISE, University of
Craiova, Faculty of Social Sciences, specializatioRISE.

If, before, the subjects were focused on Europa asntinent, without reference to the
European Union, European Community, European Ecgnatt, the subjects of today also
refers to the idea of Europe as a continent esihea@mwithin some specializations, but also
refers to the idea of European unity, European kinibe European institutions, European
integration. This is somehow natural, given theitwal changes experienced by Romania in

®Rapport Place de I'intégration européenne dans les prograsmmiversitaires. Rapports nationdyresented in
Brussels on 29 to 30 June 1989, confirmed the entist of European Studies programs in EU membeasstatthat
time

’ International Relations and European Studies
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recent years: joining the European Union and thegl rier specialists to represent Romania in the
European institutions, trained personnel who undats processes and high-level integration
mechanism as, at local level, opening of young f[geapd population, in general, to Europe. In
addition, the Romanian Agency for Quality Assuranoe Higher Education provides a
compatibility with European standards. Thus, desihie existing diversity in the area of political
science, there are some minimum standards or pnsgtlaat need to share the university whose
mission incorporates European Studies (Romaniaméygdor Quality Assurance in Higher
Education, 2009:25).

In another order of ideas, the changes are venyralaigiven the fact that education is a
dynamic process that must be folded on the needsrdémporary society and the population. In
these circumstances higher education, and theeeediucation system needs to integrate into
society, individuals and turn them to the exterggilale, in useful citizens, worthy, with equal
rights, able to integrate into a society that ssftbe unbridled impact of technology and science.
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