
www.ssoar.info

Trans-border regions in the system of the regional
hierarchy: the systemic approach
Fedorov, Gennady M.; Korneevets, Valentin S.

Postprint / Postprint
Zeitschriftenartikel / journal article

Empfohlene Zitierung / Suggested Citation:
Fedorov, G. M., & Korneevets, V. S. (2009). Trans-border regions in the system of the regional hierarchy: the systemic
approach. Baltic Region, 2, 26-33. http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0168-ssoar-254762

Nutzungsbedingungen:
Dieser Text wird unter einer Basic Digital Peer Publishing-Lizenz
zur Verfügung gestellt. Nähere Auskünfte zu den DiPP-Lizenzen
finden Sie hier:
http://www.dipp.nrw.de/lizenzen/dppl/service/dppl/

Terms of use:
This document is made available under a Basic Digital Peer
Publishing Licence. For more Information see:
http://www.dipp.nrw.de/lizenzen/dppl/service/dppl/

http://www.ssoar.info
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0168-ssoar-254762
http://www.dipp.nrw.de/lizenzen/dppl/service/dppl/
http://www.dipp.nrw.de/lizenzen/dppl/service/dppl


Theory

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

T
much
‘regio
Diffe
system

T
an ob
Alaev
physi
term 

E
phras
Sovie
1990s
some 

O
for a 
was t
defin
consi

R
homo
distin
respe
main 
The a

C
socia
socia
econo
the ex

E
aggre

 

         
1 The
socioe

Gen

Vale
 

TRA
IN TH
OF T
HIER
THE 

 

y of Regional Stu

The notion of
h that almost
on’ includes
erent aspects
mic approach

The notion of
bject of resea
v, the term 
ical geograph
in all branch

Economic geo
se ‘territorial 
et times, the 
s, it has been
 system prop

One of the mo
long time it w
the Western

ned cluster. B
idered in thei

Russian socio
ogeneous are
nguish homo
ect (for instan

feature of co
application of
Coherent reg
l, ekistic (set
l, settlement
omic systems
xisting territo

Every territor
egate of four 

                   
e settlement 
economic geog

nnady Fed

entin Korn
NS-BORDE
HE SYSTEM
THE REGIO
RARCHY:  

SYSTEMIC

udies  

f ‘region’ is 
t any compac
s a substanti
s of mutual 
h, a region c
f a ‘territoria
arch. The mo
‘geosystem’
hy (1963); in

hes of geogra
ography exte
social system
most compre

n replaced by
erties that all
ost developed
was a crucial

n concept of
Business, tra
ir spatial asp
o-economic 
eas) and re

ogeneous and
nce, ethnic c
oherent regio
f the systemi
ions have a
ttlement-relat
t-related, geo
s. In terms of
orial system. 
rial socio-ec
subsystems 

                    
system, tran

graphy. 

dorov  

neevets 
ER REGION
M  

ONAL 

C APPROA
 
 

used in man
ct territory ca
ial amount o
connections 

can be nothin
l system’ is o
ost general a
 first appear
n 1977, V. P
aphy [1]. 
ensively uses

m’ is used to e
ehensive terr

y the term ‘re
low us to con
d notions in R
l concept of t
f ‘industrial 
ade, transpor
pect. 

geography 
gionalisation
d coherent r
composition,
ons is the int
ic approach is
 functional 
ted), demogr
odemographi
f the space it

conomic syst
down to the 

 

      
sport system,

NS  

ACH 

that
betw
mun
or h
hier
prov
inte
char
regi

inte
cros
econ
 

ny fields of s
an be referre
of objects a
can be stud

ng but a territ
one of the cr

and complex 
red in Russi

Preobrazhens

s the term ‘
emphasise th
ritorial socio-
egion’, which
sider the regi
Russian regio
the Soviet eco
district’, wh

rt networks, 

traditionally
n (identifica
regions. Hom
, standards o
ternal connec
s especially r
structure, i.e

raphic ones, e
ic and other 
t occupies, th

tem, starting
local level (

, tourism inf

The article po
t are formed in
ween the adm
nicipal institutio
have similar imp
rarchical system
ve trans-border
rnational regio
racteristics of th
ion as an examp

 
Key words: re

ernational regio
ss-border reg
nomic regions, 

science; in d
ed to as a ‘re
nd phenome
died by vari
torial system
rucial notion
territorial sy
ian language
sky, A. Uem

territorial so
e fact that it e
-economic sy
h can be con
ion as an integ
onal studies i
onomic geog
hich, in our 
can be also

y distinguish
ation of inte
mogeneous r
of living, sim
ctions that int
relevant in th
e. they can 
etc. At the sa
systems are

he functional 

g from the g
(see  Table).

frastructure, e

ositions trans-bo
n the course of 
ministrative, ter

ns of neighbour
portant characte
m of regions. 
r regions to b
ons and consi
hese regions usi
ple. 

egion, hierarchy
ons, transnation
gions, politica
socio-cultural re

different cont
gion’. A com
ena, diverse 
ous methods

m. 
ns of geograp
ystem is the g
e; it was int

mov, and G. S

ocio-economi
encompasses
ystem was re
sidered as a 
gral whole. 
is that of ‘terr

graphy1. Its an
opinion, is 

o classified a

hes territoria
egral regions
regions are t
milar demog
tegrate the re

he case of coh
be divided 

ame time, terr
e defined as 
subsystem o

global level,

etc. are obje

order regions 
f cooperation 
rritorial and 
ring countries 
eristics, in the 
The authors 

be a type of 
ider specific 
ing the Baltic 

y of regions, 
nal regions, 
al regions, 
egions. 

texts, its mea
mprehensive 

connections
s. In the fra

phy. It is ofte
geosystem. A
troduced by 
Shvebs sugg

ic systems’. 
s all social ph
eferred to as 
part of globa

ritorial produ
nalogue in m

nothing bu
as territorial

al zoning (id
s). Internatio
territories sim
raphic proce
egion into a 
herent region
into subsyst

rritorial-indus
individual t

of the region m

, can be rep

ects of differ

aning differs
research on 

s and relatio
amework of 

en considered
According to
V. Sochava

ested using t

Sometimes, 
henomena. In 

‘district’. Si
al space that 

uction comple
market econo
ut a territoria
l systems wh

dentification
onal research
milar in cert
esses, etc.). T
coherent who

ns. 
tems: industr
strial, territor
territorial soc
may differ fr

presented as 

rent branches

 
 

s so 
the 

ons. 
the 

d as 
o E. 
a to 
this 

the 
the 

ince 
has 

ex’; 
omy 
ally 
hen 

n of 
hers 
tain 
The 
ole. 

rial, 
rial-
cio-
rom 

an 

s of 



Theory

 

Hier

Globa

Mega

Intern
macro

C
Intras
macro

Mesor

Micro
Local

 
W

such 
—

envir
—
—

both 
—
In

vario
only 
not o
condi
of the

R
the ju
inorg
with 

In
time, 
hierar

O
hierar
muni

T
stage

1
etc.); 

2
conne

3
system

4
5

y of Regional Stu

rarchy level 

al level 

aregion 

national 
oregion 

Country 
state 
oregion 

region 

oregion 
l region 

When consid
system: 

— the integr
ronment) and
— proximity
— relative in
the elements

— homogen
n regional stu
us natural, e
by their loca

only crucial 
itions; terrain
e extraction i

Regional stud
ustification a
ganic systems
strong intern
norganic sys

to two or m
rchical level

Organic syste
rchical syste
cipalities of 

The systemic 
s: 
) identifica

) identifica
ections, and 
) definition
matically im
) the assess
) definition

udies  

Politic
Global politi
system 
NATO, EU, C
member states
African Union
League of  Ar
etc. 
The Union S
Russia and B
Benelux, the
States, etc. 

Federal distr

Administrati

Municipalitie
Settlements 

ering a terri

rity of its e
d the internal
y of the elem
ndependence
s and, at a ce

neity of the el
tudies, eleme
economic, an
ation. Nevert
but also hav
n determines
industry, etc
dies have tran
and identifica
s with certain
nal connectio
stems do not
more region
. 
ems have a 
em of Russ
the second a
research tha

ation of the e

ation of the
 their hierarc

n of the sys
mportant conn

sment of rela
n of the posit

Region
cal 
ical Glo

sys
CIS, OAS 
s, the 
n, the 
rab States, 

EU
AS

State of 
Belarus, 
 Baltic 

The
Alp
gro

S
icts Lar

ve units  Ad

es Intr
Eco

torial econom

elements (wh
l connections

ments (the sys
e of the syste
ertain structu
lements. 
ents can be h
nd social ele
theless, the in
ve certain pa
s the allocati
. 
nsformed fro
aton of syste
n connection

ons. 
t always hav

ns. Some ele

stricter hier
sia’s politica
and, then, firs
at implies dis

elements  of t

e connection
chy); 
stem bounda
nections); 
ations with o
tion in a high

Regional h

n’s functional
Economic 

obal economic
stem 

U, CIS, NAFTA
EAN, SELA, 

e Baltic region
ps region, etc.,
owth triangles

overeign state
rge economic 

dministrative u

raregional are
onomic entitie

mic system, 

hich sets the
s (which requ
stem’s compa
em and its ele
ural level, the

heterogeneou
ements that a
ntegrating co
atterns. Cert
on of econom

om the consi
ems of differ
ns between th

ve clear bou
ements of a 

rarchy and c
al regions (f
st levels). 
stinguishing 

the system (o

ns between 

aries (on the

other same-le
her-rank syst

hierarchy  

l type 
 Soci

c Human
civiliza

A, 
etc. 

Eight 
Hunting
major c
 

n, the 
, 

Scandin
Eastern
other re

e 
areas Ethnic 

ethnogr
commu

units Social-t
commu

eas Societie
es Local s

one should 

e task of sp
uires analysi
actness); 
ements based

e system; 

us but interre
are put toget
onnections th
ain plant sp
mic entities; 

deration of i
rent integrity
heir elements

undaries; bor
system can 

clearly define
federal distr

concrete reg

on the basis o

these elem

e basis of th

evel systems 
tem; 

iocultural 
n 
ation 

gton’s 
civilizations 

navian, 
n Slavic and 
egions 

and 
raphic 
unities  
territorial 

unities  
es 
societies 

take into ac

atial separat
ing the system

d on the prin

elated. For ex
ther, from th
hat underlie t
ecies can gr
mineral dep

ndividual as
y: from disor
s to the most

rder territori
belong to a

ed boundari
rict – consti

gions include

of their hom

ments (both 

he element i

(system inpu

ccount the m

tion of the s
m’s structure

nciple of the 

xample, ecos
he functional
the system fo
row only in 
posits define 

pects of the 
rganised agg
t developed o

es can belon
another syste

es. A good 
ituent of th

es the follow

mogeneity, co

integrating 

integrity, com

uts and outpu

main features

system and 
e); 

indivisibility

systems inclu
l point of vi
ormation can
certain clim
the deploym

phenomenon
gregates throu
organic syste

ng, at the sa
em of the sa

example is 
e Federation

wing subsequ

ommon featur

and auxili

mpactness, a

uts); 

s of 

the 

y of 

ude 
ew, 

n be 
mate 
ment 

n to 
ugh 
ems 

ame 
ame 

the 
n – 

uent 

res, 

iary 

and 



Theory

 
6

and s
T

socio
appli
be a s
of th
conne
system

T
both 
releva
subsy

A
espec
trans-
the r
Neve

O
Trans
regio
borde
neigh
simila

 
C
—

witho
—

the d
as tre

—
A

conne
meso
borde
For e
of th
strong
other
borde
count

—
—
—

Balka
—
—
T

socio
S

level,
civili
emerg
states
differ

In
integr

y of Regional Stu

) descriptio
subsystems). 
The classifica
o-economic p
cation of the
system. Such
he object an
ections. This
m and factor

The developm
internal and

antly small n
ystems. 
A lot of rese
cially, in Eu
-border) regi
esearch on 

ertheless, the 
One should d
snational reg
ns) or bring
er regions are
hbouring stat
ar key charac

Characteristic
— territorial
out crossing 
— governing
decisions of w
eaties suprem
— relatively
At the mega 
ections betw

o- and micro
er region are 
example, a bo
he state than
ger than tho

r words, the c
er connection
try: 

— rather clo
— often ― a
— often ― 
ans); 

— sometime
— sometime
The elements
ocultural). 
Socio-cultura
, they are r
zational terr
ge astride th
s often have
rentiation, et
nternational 
ration of st

udies  

on of the inte

ation of the 
phenomena a
e systemic ap
h approach ta
nd focuses 
s approach a
rs affecting it
ment of resea
d external –
number of el

earch works
uropean coun
ions; the theo
certain type
theory is sti

distinguish t
gions are for
g together si
e formed in t
tes or, in the
cteristics. 

cs of an inter
l continuity 
the region’s 
g bodies (of 
which are no
me over the n
y close econo
and macrole

ween these sta
olevel. The c

not closer th
order munici

n with the m
se between t
consideration
ns rather than

ose social con
a shared or h
a convention

es ― ethnic s
es ― commo
s of internat

al regions for
represented 
ritorial units
e border of c

e common h
tc.).  They ar
economic re
ates on the 

ernal structur

indicators an
are as import
pproach impl
akes into acc
on the sub
also takes in
t. 
arch into sys
– connection
lements to c

s on intrasta
ntries. But th
ory of intern
s of regions
ll at an infan
two types o
rmed as a r
imilar in the
the course of
 case of soci

rnational regi
(including w
border; 
different form

ot mandatory
national legis
omic (trade, i
evel, the con
ates and thos
connections 
han those of 
ipality usuall

municipalities
the municipa
n of systema
n those betw

nnections (cu
harmonised in
nal name (th

similarity; 
on historical 
tional region

rm at lower 
by ethnogra
. Internation
countries wit
history (form
e homogeneo
egions often

basis of in

re of the syst

nd the applic
tant as regard
lies that both
count the the
ordination o
nto account 

tems means 
ns and the tr
omplex high

ate regions 
here are muc
national regio
s (euroregion
ncy stage. 
of internation
result of inte
eir crucial c
f cooperation
io-cultural re

ion: 
water areas),

ms and perfo
, to policy m

slation); 
investment) r
nnections bet
se beyond th
between the
each entity w
ly has closer
s across the
alities of stat
atically impo
ween the tran

ulture, sports
nfrastructure

he Baltic reg

background.
ns depend o

levels as so
aphic or eth
nal socio-cul
th similar eth
mer constitue
ous regions d

n emerge at 
nternational 

tem (detectio

cation of res
ding the rese
h the object a
eoretically ju
of external 
the hierarch

the consider
ransition fro
h-rank system

have been p
ch fewer wo
on formation
ns, growth t

nal regions 
ergovernmen
characteristic
n between ad
egions, inclu

, i.e. the po

orming differ
making bodie

relations of r
tween trans-b
e region. Ho

e entities of 
with other sim
r connections
e border. At 
tes that do n
rtant connec

ns-border reg

s, education, 
e (transport, e
gion, the Med

. 
on the type 

cieties or so
hnic regions
ltural (both 
hnic and (or) 
ents of one 
distinguished
the transnat
agreements)

on of the low

search-based 
arch object a

and subject o
ustified struct

and interna
hy of indicat

ration of a gr
om low-rank
ms that inclu

published b
orks on inter
n has not bee
triangles, “la

– transnatio
ntal interactio
c states (soci
dministrative
ude neighbou

ossibility of 

rent function
s, the decisio

regional entit
border regio

owever, there
different sta

milar entities
s with other n

the same t
not belong to
ctions require
gion entities w

and research
energy); 
diterranean r

of the regi

ocial-territori
s; and then,
transnationa
religious po
state, or fo

d on the basi
tional level (
) and includ

wer-rank func

methods of 
as a system. 
of research ar
tural-function
al systematic
tors characte

reater numbe
k territorial s
ude a number

oth in Russ
rnational (tra
en developed
arge regions

onal and tran
on (political
io-cultural r
e units and m
uring border 

direct transp

ns, ranging fr
ons of which

ties. 
on states are 
e is no such r
ates that con
s of the corre
neighbouring
ime, these c

o the trans-bo
es taking into
with similar 

h); 

region, the A

ion (politica

al communit
, by sub-civ
l and trans-b

opulation com
rmed as a r

is of cultural 
(in the cours
de two or m

ctional struct

f the analysis
The subsequ
re considered
nal compone
cally import
erising both 

er of differen
systems with
r of lower-le

sia and abro
ansnational a
d yet. Althou
”) is abunda

ns-border on
l and econom
regions). Tra
municipalities

regions, hav

port connect

rom  the bod
h are formula

closer than 
regularity at 
nstitute a tra
esponding st
g municipali
connections 
order region
o account tra
entities of th

Alps region, 

al, economic

ties; at the n
vilizational a
border) regi

mposition; th
result of eth
homogeneit

se of econom
more countr

ture 

s of 
uent 
d to 
ents 
tant 
the 

nt – 
h a 
evel 

oad, 
and 

ugh, 
ant. 

nes. 
mic 
ans-
s of 

ving 

tion 

dies, 
ated 

the 
the 

ans-
ate. 
ties 
are 
. In 

ans-
heir 

the 

c or 

next 
and 
ons 

hese 
hnic 
ty. 
mic 
ries. 



Theory

 
Howe
about
grow

T
muni
cover
assoc
borde

T
by in
etc.) 
Coun
demo
which
cultur

T
territo
neigh
ethni
territo

T
econo

a)
comp

b
c)

regio
d
A

state 
A

Russi
coope
emerg

A
the o
produ
and th
Kalin
Comp
(from
area i
type 
Neve
bring
existi
indus

L
T

eleme
usual
at tra
imple

T
borde
coord

y of Regional Stu

ever, the con
t transnation

wth triangles)
The actors, fo

cipalities ar
rs cross-bord
ciation, etc. C
er regions. 

Transnationa
nternational a
or in order t

ntries, the L
onstrates an 
h strengthen
ral integrity.

Trans-border
ories of diff
hbouring inte
c compositi
ories belonge

Transnational
omic and pol
) between b

parison to the
) between b
) transit co
ns; 

d) cross-bor
As a rule, a lo

determines t
At the same t
ia and the o
eration with 
ge from the d

At the same t
ne hand, the

uction of sim
he Kaliningr

ningrad and t
petition in th

m the long-sta
in French Ca
of competit

ertheless, tran
g about the cu
ing differenc
stry. 
Let us conside
The Baltic re
ents – both c
lly form cros
ansnational l
emented, as a

The Baltic reg
ering the Balt
dinated by th

udies  

nnections be
nal corporati
. 
orming polit
e vested wi
der cooperat
Consequently

l political re
agreements (
o coordinate

League of A
efficient for

ns the politic
 

r regions are 
ferent states 
ernational reg
ion, industri
ed to one sta
l regions co
litical relatio
border and c

e connections
border region

onnections – 

rder connecti
ower intensit
the often dep
time, border 
outer world.
the regions o
depressed sta
time, an inter
ey often com

milar goods f
rad region co
the Lithuani

he tourism in
anding comp
atalonia, whi
tion exists b

ns-border reg
umulative eff
ces in natura

er the specifi
egion is a sp
countries (tha
s-border syst
level (the C
a rule, at regi
gion is a tran
tic Sea. Norw
he CBSS, w

etween econo
ions. In thes

tical transnat
ith certain a
tion, agreem
y, they can b

egions often 
(first of all, 
e and declare
Arab States,
rmation of a 
cal unity of 

(mostly) coh
rather than 
gions that ar
ial specialisa
ate). 
onsist of bor
ons, border re
central region
s between cen
ns (these con
those betwe

ions between
ty of c and d
pressed natur

regions, due
. The use o
of neighbour
ate. 
raction betwe

mpete, since t
for external m
ompete for se
ian city of K
dustry is typ
etition betwe
ich can comp
between the

gions show a 
fect in tourism
al, cultural, a

c traits of int
pecific intern
at form transn
tems). Thus, 

Council of t
onal level, at
nsnational re
way and som

which consist

omic entities
se cases, tran

tional region
authority in 

ments with th
be also cons

form on the 
those on mi

e common po
 the Organ
transnationa
the EU and

herent region
on their sim

re similar in 
ation or his

rder regions 
egions are ch
ns (as a rule,
ntral regions)
nnections are
en internatio

n the border r
type connec

re of border r
e to their geo

of this conta
ring countrie

een neighbou
their similar 
markets. So, 
ervicing Russ
Klaipeda are 
pical of macro
een French an
pete with the
e Polish, Li
significant p
m within a li
and economi

ternational re
national territ
national syste
it is a specif

the Baltic S
t the level of 
gion, since i

metimes Belar
ts of the Mi

s are also of
ns-border te

ns are states.
developing 

he correspon
sidered as el

basis of com
ilitary securi
olitical stand

nisation of A
al region on 
d encourages

ns, since thei
milarity. How

some (somet
storical and 

of differen
haracterised b
, the closest 
); 
e  usually we
onal central r

regions them
ction in comp
regions. 
ographic pos

act potential 
es can and sh

uring regions
resources an
the ports of 

sia’s externa
competitors 

o- and micro
nd Italian Ri

e Spanish Co
ithuanian an
potential for c
imited area a
ic conditions

egions using t
torial system
ems) and the
fic transnatio

Sea States). 
administrativ
t is a platfor
rus are also in
inisters for F

f importance
erritorial syst

. Nevertheles
internationa

nding interna
ements of te

mmon politic
ity: NATO, 

ds in internat
African Uni
the basis of

s the emerge

r formation i
wever, there 
times baselin

cultural la

nt states. Alo
by four types
to the borde

eak);  
regions that 

mselves. 
parison with 

sition becom
and the de

hould become

s can be inte
nd developm

f the Baltic S
al economic a

in the hand
oregions of m
iviera to the d
osta Brava an
nd Russian 
cooperation, 
and, on the ot
s for the div

the Baltic reg
m. Its peculia

ir administra
onal-trans-bor
However, a
ve units. 
rm for the co
ncluded in th
Foreign Affa

e, especially 
tems emerge

ss, administr
l relations. 

ational admin
erritorial syst

cal interests i
earlier the W

tional relatio
ity). The Eu
f common e
ence of elem

is based on t
are numerou

ne) character
ndscape (es

ongside the 
s of external 
er regions, bu

cross the ter

similar conn

me a “contact
evelopment o
e the basis fo

erpreted in va
ment conditio
States, North-
activity. The 
dling of Bela
many neighbo
development
nd Costa Dor
South-eastern
which can, o
ther hand, ef
versification 

gion as an ex
arity lies in 
ative units – a
rder system t

administrative

ooperation be
he region. Th
airs from ea

when speak
e (for examp

rative units a
Their autho
nistrative un
tems, i.e. tra

institutionali
Warsaw Trea
ns – the Nor
uropean Un
conomic spa
ments of soc

the proximity
us examples
ristics. It can
specially if 

internal soc
relations: 

ut less strong

rritory of bor

nection withi

t area” betw
of cross-bor
or the region

arious ways. 
ons result in 
-western Rus
Russian city

arusian cargo
ouring countr
t of a new res
rada). The sa
n Baltic co

on the one ha
fficiently use 

of the  serv

xample. 
the fact that
are regions (t
that is govern
e decisions 

etween all sta
he cooperation
ach state of 

king 
ple, 

and 
rity 

nits, 
ans-

ised 
aty, 
rdic 
nion 
ace, 
cio-

y of 
s of 
n be 

the 

cio-

g in 

rder 

in a 

een 
rder 
s to 

On 
the 

ssia 
y of 
oes. 
ries 
sort 
ame 
oast. 
and, 
the 

vice 

t its 
that 
ned 
are 

ates 
n is 
the 



Theory

 
macro
scope
politi

M
muni
the re
strong

T
borde

A
regio
State

A
euror

T
same
and m

In
system
resou
ration
forma
coope

A
party
comm

In
the st
disint
dates
betwe

A
coope
coope
Feder
inclu
Polan
At th
Cross
instan

N
mainl
non-g
transp
they 
gener
entiti
for th
in Po
are i
Kalin
emplo
easter
and W

O
Karel

         
2 The 

y of Regional Stu

oregion2. En
e of the Com
ical, econom

Moreover, re
cipal entities
egion, which
g internal co

The transnatio
er regions: th

A mesoregion
n). In some 
s). 

A microregion
regions. 
The region fo

 country can
municipalitie
nternational 
m. Common

urces, labour
nal exploitat
ation of an
erating states

A characteris
y aimed to s
mon resource
nternational, 
tage of devel
tegrating) reg
 back to the 
een its eleme

Although Ru
eration, inclu
eration with
ration. The 
ding five eu
nd-Kaliningr
he municipal
s-border con
nce, in the fr

Numerous co
ly concern th
governmenta
port infrastru
indirectly fa
ral favourabl
es of neighb

he developm
olish and Lith
imported by
ningrad amb
oys up to 10
rn Baltic me

Warmian-Ma
Other Russian
lia – particip

                   
CBSS consist

udies  

nvironment p
mmission’s co

mic, and socio
egional integ
s, i.e. by cro
h contributes

onnections. 
onal Baltic m
he meso- and
n includes tw
cases, the e

n develops in

ormation proc
n sometimes
es can be part

regions, bei
n resources 
r force, etc.) 
tion of com
n integrated 
s and the reg
tic example 
upport the c
e for the Latv

including tr
lopment into
gions. In our
Middle Age

ents. 
ussian region
uding such sp
h EU countr

region and 
uroregions. N
rad region ne
 level of the
nnections als
ramework of 
onnections th
he cooperati
al, mostly, y
ucture, touris
acilitate econ
le condition

bouring state
ent of joint R
huanian bord
y Kaliningr
er is process
00,000 peop

esoregion tha
asurian Voiv
n regions – S

pate in differe

                    
ts of 9 countri

protection an
ompetence. T

ocultural mac
gration is p
oss-border co
s to the form

macroregion 
d the micro le
wo or more a
elements of a

n the cooper

cess is rather
s be included
ts of several 
ing territoria
(for instanc
can be con

mon natural
production

gion in gener
is the forma

construction 
vian, Lithuan
rans-border, 
o potential, e
r opinion, th
es, while to b

ns bordering
patial forms 
ries is of gr
its municip

Numerous p
eighbourhood
e Baltic regio
so develop 

f the Baltic U
hat emerge an
on in the soc
youth organ
sm infrastruc
nomic relatio
s for the est
s’ regions in
Russian-Poli
der regions. S
rad enterpris
sed in Polan

ple). Various
at includes th
odeships of P

Saint Petersb
ent forms of 

      
ies bordering 

nd developme
Thus, the ter
croregion, th
promoted by
ooperation. C
mation of th

has an inter
evel. 
administrativ
a mesoregion

ration of mun

r complex; sa
d into severa
macro-, mes

al systems, 
ce, the Balt

nsidered as th
l, tourism an

n system, th
al, the increa
ation of the S

of the Via 
nian, Russian
regions, as w

emerging, dev
e Baltic regi
be considered

 the Baltic 
as euroregio

reatest impo
alities take 

projects of th
d programm
on, Kalining
at the level

University Re
nd develop i
cial sphere (

nisations, mi
cture, and de
ons – cross-b
tablishment 
n the product
ish and Russ
Significant a
ses manufac
nd and Lithu
s mutual con
he Kaliningra
Poland and t

burg and the 
cross-border

the Baltic Sea

ent of econo
rritory borde

hough loosely
y the cooper
Cross-border
e Baltic reg

rnal hierarch

ve units of a 
n can be rep

nicipalities: t

ame-level re
al mega- and
so- or micror
have the pr

tic Sea in th
he input. Th
nd other res
he growing 
ase in standar
Saule eurore
Hanseatica 

n, and Polish
well as other
veloping, de
on can be cl
d a develope

Sea particip
ons, their par
ortance for t

part in vari
he Baltic Se

me are implem
grad is a mem
l of econom
ectors' confer
in the course
(education, h
gration poli

eveloping con
border trade 
of joint ven
tion of good

sian-Lithuani
amounts of P
cturing fini
uania (accord
nnections con
ad region of 
the Klaipėda 
Leningrad re
r cooperation

a, Norway, an

omic and cult
ering the Bal
y integrated. 
ration of ad
r cooperation
ion as a nat

hy that encom

state (for ins
presented by 

the Lyna-Law

gions can ov
d macroregio
regions. 
roperty of th
he case of 

he output is 
sources (som

internationa
rds of living 

egion on the 
transport co

h parties. 
r regions, can
eveloped and
assed as dev

ed region it r

pate in diffe
rticipation is 
the Kalining
ous form of
ea Region I
mented at the
mber of the 

mic entities, 
rence. 
e of impleme
healthcare, cu
icy), environ
ntacts in the 
and interna

ntures and th
ds. The Kalin
ian ventures;

Polish raw an
shed produ
ding to som
ntribute to t
the Russian 
County of L

egion, the Ps
n in the Balti

d Iceland. 

tural relation
ltic Sea can b

dministrative
n is at a sign
tural system 

mpasses two 

stance, South
small count

wa, Saule, N

verlap, which
ons, as admi

he input and
the Baltic r
the common

metimes, lab
al competiti
 and quality 
initiative of

orridor. It sh

n be classifi
d integrated (
veloping, sinc
requires stron

erent forms 
not sufficien

grad region 
f cross-bord
Interreg and 
e level of th
Union of th
including u

enting intern
ulture, conne
nment prote
field of rese

ational touris
he cooperatio
ningrad regio
; Russian cap
nd semi-proc
cts (furnitur

me estimation
the formation
Federation, 

Lithuania. 
skov region, 
ic region. 

ns lie within 
be considere

e-territorial a
nificant level
that develop

levels of tra

h-eastern Ba
tries (the Ba

Neman and ot

h means that 
inistrative un

d output of 
region, touri
n objective: 
bour force); 
iveness of 
of life.  

f the Lithuan
hould becom

ed according
(sometimes a
ce its format
nger connect

of cross-bor
nt. Cross-bor
of the Russ

der cooperati
the Lithuan

e Baltic regi
he Baltic Cit
universities, 

national proje
ections betw
ction, comm

earch. Howev
sm – and cre
on of econom
on is a platfo
pital is inves
cessed mater
re, food, e

ns, this indus
n of the Sou
the Pomeran

the Republic

the 
ed a 

and 
l in 
ped 

ans-

altic 
altic 

ther 

the 
nits 

the 
ism 
the 
the 
the 

nian 
me a 

g to 
also 
tion 
tion 

rder 
rder 
sian 
ion, 
nia-
ion. 
ties. 
for 

ects 
een 

mon 
ver, 
eate 
mic 
orm 
sted 
ials 

etc). 
stry 
uth-
nian 

c of 



Theory

 
T

trans-
at th
integr
studie
integr
of int
outlin
initia
regio
centre
the di

 

 
1

С. 56—
 

y of Regional Stu

To justify the
-border regio
e perfection
ration. This 
es, take into
ration potent
ternational c
ne the ways
ators of estab
ns can comp
es of the eco
ifferent econ

. Алаев Э. Б.
—60. 

udies  

e objectives a
ons paying at
n of regiona

theory shou
o account the
tial of Russia
cooperation a
 of increasin

blishing mutu
pensate for t
onomic deve
nomies of reg

 Социально-

and promisin
ttention to th

al policy and
uld be base
e mutual stra
an regions, c
and integrati
ng the role 
ually benefic
the disadvan
elopment of 
gions situated

-экономическ

ng forms of c
he new spatia
d introductio
d on the ac
ategies of th
correspond to
ion economi
of Russian 

cial connecti
ntages of the
cooperating 
d astride the 

Biblio

кая география

cooperation,
al forms of in
on of propit
chievements 
he Russian F
o Russian int
ically favour
regions that

ions. Due to
e peripheral 

countries by
border. 

 
ography 

я. Понятийн

 it is necessa
nternational 
tious forms 
of Russian 

Federation an
terests, and p
rable for the
t should be 
 cooperation
position in t
y means of m

о-терминоло

 

ary to develo
economic in
of internati
and interna

nd the Europ
provide for th
e country. It 

not only pa
n developme
their countri
mutual comp

гический сло

op the theory
ntegration aim
ional econom
ational regio
pean Union, 
he developm
is necessary

artners but a
nt, trans-bor
ies and beco
plementation

оварь. М., 19

y of 
med 
mic 
onal 

the 
ment 
y to 
also 
rder 
ome 
n of 

983, 


